
St. Valentine Church 

Mission Statement: Guided by the Holy Spirit we strive to live and share the Good News 

of Jesus Christ. As a Catholic Community we welcome, serve, teach, reconcile, give 

comfort and hope in the spirit of St. Valentine. 

January 15, 2012 

From the Desk of Fr. Suresh 

St. Valentine Vocation Chalice 

January 15 The Betzler Family 

January 22 The Longacre  

     Family 

Put This On Your 

Calendar 

Monday, January 16

th

  

Martin Luther King Day 

No Morning Mass 

Parish Office Closed    

No School or Faith 

Formation Classes 

Tuesday, January 17

th

          

Golden Years, School 

Meeting Room – 11:00 am 

Parish Council, Parish Office Meeting 

Room – 7:30 pm 

Wednesday, January 18

th

   

Market Day pick-up, School Meeting 

Room-5:00 pm  

Men’s Club Meeting, School Meeting 

Room – 8:00 pm 

Thursday, January 19

th

          

RCIA, Parish Office Meeting Room –  

7:00 pm  

Choir Practice, Church –7:3 0pm 

Friday, January 20

th

       

7

th

 & 8

th

 Grade Dance, Gym & 

Meeting Room - evening 

Saturday, January 21

st

  

Scouts, School Meeting Room – 8:30 

am – 4:30 pm 

Euchre Night, School Meeting Room 

– 7:00 pm 

Confessions, Church – 3:30 pm 

Sunday, January 22

nd

      

Bible Sharing, Parish Office Meeting 

Room – 11:00 am 

Youth Group, Youth Group Room 

after the noon Mass 

Baptism, Church – after the Noon 

Mass 

Reflection on the changes to the Roman Missal 

The changes to the Roman Missal that we...as well as the rest of the Catholic 

world...are experiencing is the next step in the process of renewal of the liturgy. 

The first step was the change from having the Mass celebrated in Latino to 

translating the Latin into the vernacular language with the intent that every 

worshiping person would understand that they are being called to “full, conscious 

and active participation=” in the celebration. The celebration of the Eucharist is 

not the sole responsibility of the priest. Each person is expected to participate in 

the celebration. At the time of those changes there were many people who were 

angry. The Mass had been the same for almost five hundred years. Why would 

anyone dare to change it? But the Church guided by the Holy Spirit saw the need 

to make those changes and the faithful have greatly benefited from those 

changes. 

The changes we are experiencing now are the second step in the process of 

liturgical renewal. In the process of coming to full participation in the liturgy 

sometime in the past fifty years or so the focus of the liturgy was lost. We come 

to liturgy to praise and worship God. God is the focus. In return, God feeds us 

with his Word in which he discloses to us what it means to be a true disciple, how 

we can achieve full happiness, how we could find meaning in every part of our 

life...and God feeds us with the body and blood of Christ to give us the strength to 

live as he has disclosed to us how we ought to live. God uses the liturgy to reveal 

to us what needs to change in our life, our attitude, etc. and then gives us means 

to effect that change. The introduction of the more formal language is meant to 

put us in touch with the fact that God is the focus of our liturgy. 

The new language of the prayers of the Mass are also meant to remind us of 

the scripture stories, words, and theology from which they are taken. The 

liturgical renewal was never about creating a new and different liturgy but rather 

of coming to know better and appreciate more the liturgy that has been part of 

our long tradition. These are not changes for the sake of change. Rather they are 

meant to correct where correction was needed, to help us deepen our 

understanding, and open ourselves to the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. 

This is the same thing that the Holy Spirit has led the church to do over the two 

thousand years of celebrating the liturgy...and two thousand years of change in 

the form and words. 

There is so much more that God wants to reveal to us. He uses the two tables 

at the liturgy for this revelation, the table of the Word and the table of the 

Eucharist. Let us continue to pray for each other that we may be open to the 

working of the Spirit. 

St. Valentine School Open House 

St. Valentine Catholic School welcomes all families to our Open House on 

Sunday, January 29, 2012 from 1—3 pm. Please join us to find out the many 

benefits our school can provide for your child. Our school offers faith based 

educational excellence for Preschool through Grade Eight.  At our Open House 

you will have the opportunity to meet with our school parents, students, tour the 

school, meet the teachers, and gain valuable information about how our school 

can help your child.  If you would like more information please call the School 

Office at 313- 533-7149 or visit our website www.stvalentineschool.com 
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L iturgy Schedule 

 Mass Intentions 

Kathleen Kelly 

Joyce Kelly 

Josiah Wardrop 

Ann Kochish 

Aaron Martinuzzi 

Kim DeMoss 

Bader Michael 

Mary Silva 

Jesse Silva 

Mary Cervantes 

Viola Ustes 

Maryann Ustes 

Mary Doherty 

Centivany Family 

Jean Toth 

Art Kolasa 

Joyce Gac 

Maureen   

   Estermeyer 

Helen Jakubowicz 

Madlene      

   Slominski   

Therese Gonzels 

Mary Cauzillo 

Mildred Barbera 

Mary Cerullo 

Joseph Blair 

Joyce Rogers 

Mari Jose 

Laura Wojcik 

Ryan Sylvester 

Bill Hartley 

Marion Arsenault 

William Collins 

Margaret Leggett 

Douglas Wree 

Jim Doyle 

Dennis Wright 

Sandra Gioia 

Robert Parcha 

Donna Parcha 

Matt Parcha 

Jumiski Family 

Jim Dwyer 

Norman Kaufman 

Mr. Wydick 

Therese Gutowski 

Julie Gutowski 

L 

et us pray for those who are 

ill and have asked for our 

prayer:  

Monday—January 16 Weekday 

No Mass at St. Valentine, please 

worship at one of the other 

Redford Parishes 

Tuesday— January 17 St. 

Anthony, Abbott 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel 

Brian Martinuzzi req. by Eilene 

Kuhl 

Ed Burger req. by Eilene Kuhl 

Wednesday— January 18 

Weekday 

No Mass at St. Valentine, please 

worship at one of the other 

Redford Parishes. 

Thursday— January 19 

Weekday 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel 

Mike Doyle req. by the family 

Pat Kelley req. by Deacon & Mrs. 

Toth 

Thad Suchenek req. by The 

Family 

 Friday—January 20 Weekday, 

St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr, St. 

Sebastian, Martyr 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Church 

  St. Valentine students, parents 

and staff 

Saturday—January 21 St. 

Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 

5:00 p.m.  

Eileen Donovan req. by The 

McParlane Family 

Sunday—January 22 Third 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m. Patricia Oakes req. by 

Raymond & Mary Ann Auger 

10:00 a.m. Jim & Shirley Dwyer  

req. by Jim Dwyer 

Victor Gorick req. by Flo Lindberg 

Ed Burger req. by John & Helen  

Jakubowicz 

Richard Rydzewski (2nd Anniv.), 

Walter Ustes & the healing of 

Linda & Viola & Maryann Ustes 

& Mary Doherty and all living & 

deceased members of the 

Guziatek & Makowski families, 

all priest and religious req. by  

Christmas Collection 

Christmas  $38,085.59  

 

Sunday, January 1, 2012 

Budgeted amount   $ 7,500.00 

Actual collected   $ 5,750.16 

               $(1,749.84) 

 

Second Collection  $    647.34 

Advent Books   $        7.00 

Christmas Flower Offering 

    $      30.00 

Retirement for Religious 

    $      10.00 

 

 

Sunday, January 8, 2012 

Budgeted amount  $ 7,500.00 

Actual collected  $ 6,693.21 

                         $  (806.79) 

 

Second Collection  $    541.79 

Christmas   $    865.00 

Heating   $    413.00 

Solemnity of Mary  $      76.00 

 

Together for Tomorrow 

2011 – 2012 to date—  $41,322.11  

Readings for the Week of 

January 15, 2012 

Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/1 

  Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/

  Jn 1:35-42 

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 

  2:18-22 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Mk 2:23

  -28 

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 

  40-51/Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/

  Mk 3:7-12 

Friday:  1 Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13

  -19 

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 

  19, 23-27/Mk 3:20-21 

Next Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/1 Cor 

  7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20 
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We offer our deepest sympathy and 

prayers to Margaret Burger upon the 

death of her husband, Ed, to Joan 

Martinuzzi and Neil Martinuzzi upon 

the death of their son and brother, 

Brian, to Joe Buscemi upon the death 

of his father, Anthony, to Bill Charlton 

and family upon the death of his 

mother-in-law Dorothy Cousins, to 

Dave Hoyer upon the death of his 

father, Leonard and to the family of 

Lawrence McDougal. May all the 

souls of the faithful departed through 

the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

 

Mass intentions continued: 

Georgiana Rydzewski  

12:00 noon Shawna Neumann 

req. by Friends 

All living and deceased members 

of St. Valentine Parish 
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Attention All Ushers 

Golden Years 

The Golden Years meet on 

Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. in the School 

Meeting Room. We are always 

looking for new members to join us for 

cards, coffee and conversation. 

Please join us on Tuesdays, at 11:00 

a.m. 

  

Usher Schedule 

  

Month 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 12:00 noon 

January 21 & 22 Frank Flores 

Jim Nicola 

Jeff Kramer 

Beth Jachman 

Ed O’Brien 

David Nedeau 

Bryan Davis 

Ron Klassa 

Bill Roberts 

Bill McKeever 

Mike McKeever 

Sam Barbario 

John Murzin 

Terry Galloway 

Mike Nowak 

Matthew Burnash 

January 28 & 29 John Black 

Gene Janisse 

Ken Berini 

Jeff Burgio 

Ed O’Brien 

Bob Sexton 

Vince Schenden 

Ron Fron 

Frank Tislerics 

Jamie Olesky 

Gene Wozniak 

Help Needed 

Mike Valla 

Tony Janisse 

Patrick Jeffries 

Tom Beaudoin 

Mass Time & 

Date 

Sacristan Lector Servers Eucharist 

Ministers 

January 21 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Michael Pogoda Susan Fitzpatrick 

Dan Benard 

Taylor Graham 

Marcellus Castleberry 

Marie Williamson 

Gabe Torres 

Joan Martinuzzi 

Corena Wienczak 

Elaine Kramer 

John Fitzpatrick 

Suzanne Lewis 

Patricia Lewis 

January 22 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

Jim Soter Joan Ricotta 

Dan Ryan 

Ozzy Nelson-Pawlik 

Jamie Aikens 

Ravyn Clanton 

Marcia Fron 

Patty Soter 

Beau Bushart 

Mary Wilson 

January 22 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Michael Stack Keith Vega 

Michael Burden 

Sydney Bauer 

Anna Falzon 

Paige Kleinknecht 

Dee Loveday 

Kim Bickley 

Mary Suchenek 

Meg Venn 

Kathy Gresham 

Maggie Neaton 

Bob Neaton 

January 22 

Sunday 12:00 noon 

John Dziurgot Millie Rodolosi 

Mary Anthony 

Kellianne Ferrara 

Madison Nuorala 

Allison Peck 

Kerry Prowse 

Michelle Prowse 

Gerri Barnauskas 

Madeline Barnauskas 

Janie Bauer 

Matt Chubb 

Barb Wojtaszek  

January 28 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Emma Rust Mary Anthony 

Elaine Kramer 

Celsey Bicknell 

Fiona Baughman 

Isadora Baughman 

Mary K. Courtney 

Donna Centivany 

Christy Centivany 

Suzanne Mote 

Chris Nowak 

Tony Silva 

Joe Brehm 

January 29 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

Katie Pogoda Rosie Gonzales 

John Danic 

Angie Nicola 

Jimmy Nicola 

Sean Harkin 

Juanita Benard 

Bonnie Danic 

Judy Zbikowski 

Frank Zbikowski 

January 29 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Patrick Gresham 

 

Shane Perrine 

Amanda Sanders 

Marcellus Castleberry 

Abby Longacre 

Becca Damuth 

Corena Wienczak 

Abigail Benard 

Leslie Benard 

Pat Kolasa 

Julie Witkowski 

Janet Toppa 

Mary Hobbel 

January 29 

Sunday 12:00 noon 

Michael Pogoda Mary Buzzell 

Paul Toth 

Shannon Rice 

David Turner 

Matt Lepper 

Gabe Torres 

Carol Humphry 

Brian Humphry 

Linda Murzin 

Sandra Valla 

Madeline Barnauskas 

Ted Kozlowski 

 

Snow Emergencies  

Michigan weather is at best, 

unpredictable! Michigan winters can 

bring drifting snow, sleet, black ice, 

and blizzard like conditions. If it is 

announced on the radio or television 

that St. Valentine School is closed 

please remain home and do not 

attempt to come to our 8:30 a.m. 

Daily Mass. We will institute this 

policy for your safety and wellbeing. 

We will cancel our morning Mass that 

day; the Mass Intentions will be 

included in the next regularly 

scheduled morning liturgy (in most 

cases, the following day – unless we 

really get hit with a huge amount of 

snow).  
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From Faith Formation 

Parish and School News 

Please make note on Monday, 

January 16 there is no school, Faith 

Formation classes and the Parish 

Office will be closed in honor of Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 

First Eucharist Parent Meeting 

There is an important Parent 

meeting on Monday, January 23 in the 

School Meeting Room at 7:00 p.m. for 

those parents whose children are 

preparing to make their First Holy 

Communion. If you cannot attend the 

meeting, please call the office at 313-

532-4394. 

Resolutions for 2012:  

"A Stronger and Happier 

Marriage" 

Are marriage problems dampening 

your Christmas Spirit? Do you desire 

a better relationship with your 

spouse? Then make your New Year's 

Resolution to heal your marriage from 

a painful past. Offer your spouse the 

gift of attending the Retrouvaille 

program. Retrouvaille is a Christian 

peer ministry designed to help heal 

troubled marr iages. The f irst 

Retrouvaille program in 2012 begins 

with a weekend on January 13-15 at 

the Embassy Suites Hotel in Livonia. 

For more information, please call 800-

470-2230, or visit our website(s): 

Local website: www.retrouvaille.info 

International website: 

www.HelpOurMarriage.com 

Are You Grieving? 

Grieving with Great Hope is a four 

week grief support series that offers a 

prayerful and practical approach for 

anyone who is mourning the loss of a 

loved one. If you have lost a spouse, 

a child (including miscarriage), a 

grandchild, a parent, another family 

member  or  f r iend ,  you  a re 

encouraged to attend. Presenters will 

include Fr. Bill Tindall as well as John 

and Sandy O’Shaughnessy from 

Good Mourning Ministry. Visit 

www.goodmourningministry.net for 

registration details. 

The dates are February 29, March 7, 

14 and 21 7:00—9:00 p.m. at St. 

Michael the Archangel Parish in 

Livonia 734-261-1455. 

In honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

day tomorrow: 

Martin Luther King, Jr., (January 

15,1929—April4,1968) was born 

Michael Luther King, Jr., but later had 

his name changed to Martin. A Baptist 

minister, he was a driving force in the 

push for racial equality during in 

the1950's and the 1960's. 

Gaining worldwide attention through 

massive protests; he directed the 

peaceful march on Washington, D.C., 

of 250,000 people to whom he 

delivered his address, "l Have a 

Dream", he was awarded five 

honorary degrees; was named Man of 

the Year by Time magazine in 1963; 

and became not only the symbolic 

leader of American blacks but also a 

world figure.            

At the age of thirty-five, Martin 

Luther King, Jr., was the youngest 

man to have received the Nobel 

Peace Prize. When notified of his 

selection, he announced that he 

would turn over the prize money of 

$54,123 to the furtherance of the civil 

rights movement. 

On the evening of April 4, 1968, 

while standing on the balcony of his 

motel room in Memphis, Tennessee, 

where he was to lead a protest march 

in sympathy with striking garbage 

workers of that city, he was 

assassinated. 

Taken from “I Have a Dream”: 

“I have a dream that one day every 

valley shall be exalted, every hill and 

mountain shall be made low, the 

rough places will be made plain, and 

the crooked places will be made 

straight, and the glory of the Lord shall 

be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 

together. 

This is our hope. This is the faith 

that I go back to the South with. With 

this faith we will be able to hew out of 

the mountain of despair a stone of 

hope. With this faith we will be able to 

transform the jangling discords of our 

nation into a beautiful symphony of 

brotherhood. With this faith we will be 

able to work together, to pray 

together, to struggle together, to go to 

jail together, to stand up for freedom 

together, knowing that we will be free 

one day”. 

“And when this happens, when we 

allow freedom to ring, when we let it 

ring from every village and every 

hamlet, from every state and every 

city, we will be able to speed up that 

day when all of God's children, black 

men and white men, Jews and 

Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, 

will be able to join hands and sing in 

the words of the old Negro spiritual, 

"Free at last! free at last! thank God 

Almighty, we are free at last!" 

Concert Today! 

The St. Valentine Choir will be in 

concert with the Redford Civic 

Symphony this afternoon. The 

performance begins at 3 pm in the 

church. Music will include arias and 

choruses from Handel’s “Messiah” as 

well as other seasonal favorites. In 

addition to the St. Val’s choir, the 

Madrigal Chorale of Redford Union 

HS will also perform. There is no 

admission fee for this great musical 

experience!  We hope to see you this 

afternoon. 

CSA Contributors 

Thank You! 

Anne Marie Livo 
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Bible Sharing today in the Parish 

Meeting Room at 11:00 a.m. 

Men’s Retreat 

Please keep the following men in 

your prayers as they attend their 

retreat this weekend. 

Gary Atchinson, Kenneth Barbb, 

Tom Beaudoin, Dan Benard,  Brian 

Bickley, Edward Brady, Matthew 

Burnash, Jack Copeland, John Danic, 

John Fitzpatrick, Lawrence Glueck, 

Joseph Kelly, Michael Kelly, Robert 

Lepper, Kenneth Recor, Owen Recor, 

Vincent Schenden, Vincent Schenden 

Jr., James Soter, Paul Toth, David 

Walus, Tom Wilhelmsen, Matt Yokom, 

Lance Woods and Frank Zbikowski. 

 

 Men’s Priesthood  

Discernment Opportunities  

 For Men 18 Years of Age and Older  

Who are considering the 

Priesthood 

January 26-29, 2012 

(Arrival at 5:30 pm Thursday and 

ends around 1:00 p.m. on Sunday) 

 

Day of Discernment 

With His Excellency 

Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron 

February 25, 2012 

at 

Sacred Heart Major Seminary 

2701 Chicago Blvd. 

Detroit, MI 48206 

 

Pre-registration is requited  

January 25 for Discernment Weekend 

February 22 for Day of Discernment 

For more information 

Please contact the 

Office of Priestly Vocations 

313-237-5875 

Visit the website: 

www.detroitpriest.com 

Contribution Statement for 2011 

The Parish Office will prepare your 

Contribution Statement for 2011 if you 

request one. You can obtain your 

statement in any of the following 

ways: 

Please complete the coupon printed 

below and return it to the parish office 

through the mail or drop it in the 

collection basket and your statement 

will be mailed to you.  

Call the parish office 313-532-4394 

and ask to have your statement 

prepared and we will mail it to you.  

Errors can and do occur. If you 

should find any mistakes, please 

contact the parish office and we will 

gladly rectify the statement. 

Please prepare and mail my 2011 

Contribution Statement to me: 

NAME:___________________

_________________________ 

ADDRESS:________________

_________________________ 

 

ENVELOPE #___________ 

Christmas Flower 

Remembrance 

Griffin Family 

Ronald B. Johnson 

Joann Pogoda 

Edward & Lucille Boris 

Parents 

Robert Gorman 

Eugene P. Neph 

 

CSA MINUTE 

Priestly Vocations 

Training and enrichment for 

ministers of Holy Communion in the 

south region of the Archdiocese of 

Detroit will be held at St. Martha 

Parish, Dearborn, this Thursday, 

January 19. Your gifts to the Catholic 

Services Appeal help the Archdiocese 

prepare those who provide pastoral 

care to the sick. The agenda for the 

day includes a presentation on 

theology of the Eucharist and pastoral 

care, and information on the role of 

hospital chaplains, becoming a 

hospital volunteer, and how to visit the 

sick. This training is a program of the 

Office of Christian Service and Health 

Care Ministries, which coordinates 

ministry to the sick and their 

caregivers and the hospital chaplaincy 

program in the Archdiocese as well as 

the parish nurse program. For more 

information about Health Care 

Ministries, or other CSA-funded 

programs and ministries, go to 

www.AODonline.org. 

Marriage Encounter Weekends 

Worn out from the Holidays? Are 

you looking for a way to avoid the 

January blahs? How about a special 

weekend, just for the 2 of you? 

Register for a Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Weekend today! 

For more information or to apply: 

www.wwme-detro i t .org or cal l 

Rick and Miriam Mikulak 888-322-

9963 or detwwme@gmail.com 

Upcoming Weekends 

• January 13-16 -St. John 

Vianney, Shelby Township 

• February 10-12 – St. Paul of the 

Cross, Detroit 

• March 9-10 – Quality Inn, Troy 

All couples are welcome on a 

WWME weekend regardless of 

ability to donate. 

Mass of Healing at  

St. Anne’s 

For over 20 years a group of 

parishioners have been serving lunch 

at St. Anne’s in Detroit the first 

Tuesday of February for their monthly 

Mass of healing. On February 7 we 

will once again be traveling (car 

pooling) to St. Anne’s. 

We would like to invite you to help 

us in this yearly ministry. Please 

contact Sue at the Parish Office at 

313-532-4394. 

Thank you, 

Carol Rivard 
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Box Tops  

for Education Program 

For the 2011-2012 school year, the 

St. Valentine Teachers and Staff are 

asking you for your support to collect 

30,000 Box Tops For Education 

labels to earn $3,000.00 towards 

“smart boards” for our classrooms.  

Smart boards are phenomenal tools 

that are quickly replacing traditional 

whiteboards/blackboards. Smart 

boards can be used for presentations 

created by students or teachers; 

digital storytelling; brainstorming; 

d ia g r amming  ac t i v i t i es ;  an d 

reinforcing skills by using on-line 

interactive web sites. What an easy 

way to raise the required funds by 

simply purchasing products that you 

would normally buy and then cutting 

out the box top label.  

If you would like to help, please 

send your box top labels to the school 

or the parish office. We appreciate 

your help. 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

We're introduced this week to an 

unknown disciple in John's Gospel. 

Two disciples are followers of John 

the Baptist. When Jesus walks by, 

John points him out to them and says, 

"Behold, the Lamb of God." These two 

go and follow Jesus and spend the 

day with him. We find out in today's 

Gospel that one of the two was 

Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, 

who then goes and gets Simon Peter 

and brings him to Jesus as well. So 

now there are three who will follow 

Jesus: Peter, Andrew, and this 

unknown disciple. As we'll discover in 

John's Gospel during Lent and the 

Easter season, this third person is the 

beloved disciple, the Gospel writer's 

stand-in for every Christian who 

follows Christ. 

John wrote into his Gospel the 

beloved disciple to highlight the fact 

that every believer encounters Christ. 

His presence among us is not some 

past event. Christ is with us now, and 

we meet him in the breaking of the 

bread, in the poor at our door, and in 

the neighbor we encounter. And 

Christ is present in the word of God, 

the Scriptures. 

There is a tried-and-true method of 

biblical prayer that capitalizes on this 

understanding of the presence of 

Christ. Take a Gospel story and place 

yourself in it as one of the characters. 

Read it and reflect on it as though you 

were in the setting. For example, with 

today's Gospel you could imagine that 

you are Andrew. You are chatting with 

John the Baptist when he points out 

Jesus. There is something about that 

man that immediately attracts you. 

What is it? Can you imagine that in 

your prayer? You and your friend go 

and spend the day with him. Imagine 

what took place. What entranced you 

that you had to go and find your 

brother, Simon, and bring him to 

Jesus? Let your prayer unfold, and 

see where it leads you. 
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St. Vincent de Paul – 

St. Valentine 

Conference 

Time goes by so quickly 

that it makes us gasp 

sometimes. Already, it’s Ordinary 

Time and the holidays are history.  

January brings the annual meeting of 

the Society which several of our 

members attended and we’ll share the 

report with you next week.  It’s always 

interesting to hear about the wider 

world of the Detroit Society.  

Sometimes, we think we’re alone 

trying to solve problems but the 

meeting pulls us back to remember 

that the problems are universal and 

the resources are many. It’s a very 

good thing. 

December was extremely busy. We 

closed 15 cases and 6 are still open.  

Food, furniture, rent, bus tickets, gas 

cards, appliances, vouchers, and 

many referrals were given. The teams 

are stretched to the limit and they just 

keep on “truckin”. Client needs seem 

to multiply as the conference grows 

smaller! But this is our call and we will 

do our best to meet it! 

Our conference right now has an 

urgent need for new members. We 

have shrunk over the last year due to 

the changing circumstances of some 

members and just plain old attrition.  

Our enthusiasm, though, is still there 

and our mission is the same. It’s just 

much harder and the burden falls on 

the few. So think and pray seriously 

about whether you are being called to 

join us. You are welcome to come to 

any meeting and hear all about the 

conference. Just let our president, 

John Fitzpatrick, know that you’re 

interested. Whatever talent you have, 

we can exploit it!!!! John’s phone 

number is 248-885-4077. (Actually, if 

you meet any of us at mass or around 

the neighborhood, tell us you would 

like to attend a meeting and we’ll pass 

the message on!) 

Next week, we will also be able to 

report about the workshop on money 

management and budgeting given by 

Green Path Debt Solutions. This 

workshop will enable us to be of more 

help to our clients and probably, even 

to ourselves. Thank you John, for 

bringing this workshop to our 

attention. 

As usual, we thank you for your 

donations and your prayers. We pray 

that God will bless all of your lives and 

your loved ones every single day. 

All County Free Loan 

Modification and Short Sale 

Workshop 

Redford Township is hosting an 

informational workshop on loan 

modifications and short sales. The 

workshop takes place on Thursday, 

January 26 at Redford Township 

Town Hall from 6-7:00 p.m. The 

featured speaker is Annette Compo 

from WJR Real Estate 411. Space is 

limited so please call Linda Miller at 

3 1 3 - 3 8 7 - 2 7 0 5  o r  e m a i l 

lindamiller@nationalfaith.org 


