
St. Valentine Church 

Mission Statement: Guided by the Holy Spirit we strive to live and share the Good News 

of Jesus Christ. As a Catholic Community we welcome, serve, teach, reconcile, give 

comfort and hope in the spirit of St. Valentine. 

October 16, 2011 

From the Desk of Fr. Suresh 

St. Valentine Vocation Chalice 

October 16 The Burnash Family 

October 23 The Sanders Family 

October 30 Chuck & Rosemary 

        Fox 

 

 

 

 

Put This On Your 

Calendar 

Monday, October 17

th

   

Faith Formation Classes   

Living Rosary—7:00 pm in 

Church 

Tuesday, October 18

th

         

Golden Years, School Meeting 

Room – 11:00am 

NJHS, School Meeting Room 

– 5:30pm 

Parish Council, Library – 7:30pm 

Wednesday, October 19

th

  

Men’s Club Meeting, School Meeting 

Room – 8:00pm 

Thursday, October 20

th

         

RCIA, Parish Office Meeting Room –  

7:00 pm  

Choir Practice, Church –7:30pm 

Friday, October 21

st

      

Mom to Mom Sale Set-Up, Gym/

School Meeting Room – 4:15 p.m. 

Saturday, October 22

nd

   

Mom to Mom Sale, Gym/School 

Meeting Room – 10:00 am – 2:00pm 

Ministry Day, Church – 9:00 am 

Confessions, Church – 3:30 pm 

Sunday, October 23

rd

     

Bible Sharing, Parish Office Meeting 

Room – 11:00 am 

Youth Group sponsored Coney 

Lunch, Gym – 1:00 pm 

Baptism, Church – after the 12:00 

Noon Mass 

Understanding the Revised Mass Texts continued: The Communion and 

Concluding Rites 

 

The Communion Rite 

 

For many Catholics, it is the Communion Rite of Mass that keeps us returning 

for worship. This is when we partake of the body and blood of Christ, receiving 

our spiritual nourishment for the week ahead. The rituals surrounding the sharing 

of Holy Communion are not changing, but some of the words are and will be 

different when we begin using the new English translation of the Order of Mass. 

The Communion Rite begins with the Lord’s Prayer and continues through the 

Prayer after Communion. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

After the priest gives a brief invitation, everyone prays the Lord’s Prayer 

together. Then the priest says another prayer, after which all make an 

acclamation. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer itself is not changing. You will continue to use the same 

words you have prayed all through your Christian life. Some scripture scholars 

think they could make a better translation of this prayer from the original Greek of 

Matthew’s account of the Gospel (see 6:9-13). Some people think that the prayer 

should at least be updated to change the word thy to your. This is the only text of 

Mass that retains the old English pronoun. But the Lord’s Prayer we know has 

achieved a level of holiness that cannot be replaced. English speakers have used 

this translation for many, many years, so no change has been made. 

 

The same applies to the acclamation that concludes the Lord’s Prayer. After the 

priest says his prayer, you will still state, “For the kingdom, / the power and the 

glory are yours / now and for ever.” 

 

There are some changes to the priest’s parts. He will introduce the prayer with 

these words: “At the Savior’s command / and formed by divine teaching, / we 

dare to say.” Between the Lord’s Prayer and your acclamation, he will say this: 

“deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, / graciously grant peace in our days, / 

that, by the help of your mercy, / we may be always free from sin / and safe from 

all distress, / as we await the blessed hope / and the coming of our Savior, Jesus 

Christ.” 

 

Instead of saying, “we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus 

Christ,” the priest will say, “we await the blessed hope / and the coming of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ.” His words echo the letter of  Saint Paul to Titus 2:13, which 

affirms that Christ has come and that we await the blessed hope of his return. 

Christ is our hope. We await his coming—even when we do not feel so joyful. 

 



Page 2 

St. Valentine Heartline 

L iturgy Schedule 

 Mass Intentions 

Kathleen Kelly 

Joyce Kelly 

Josiah Wardrop 

Daniel Tinney 

Ann Kochish 

Rose Marie  

   Roszkowski 

Tom Alderton 

Gail Jensen 

Aaron Martinuzzi 

Sandra Gioia 

Kim DeMoss 

Sue Fields 

Kenneth DeVore 

Robert Parcha 

Donna Parcha 

Joseph Pelot 

Bader Michael 

Mark Spencer 

Mary Silva 

Jesse Silva 

Mary Cervantes 

Walter Ustes 

Viola Ustes 

Maryann Ustes 

Mary Doherty 

Melvin Verardi 

Centivany Family 

Rick Spencer 

Kim Hobbel 

Jean Toth 

Terry Anne       

    Schultz 

Art Kolasa 

Gene Wozniak 

Shelia Smith 

Palani Ammal 

Joyce Gac 

Rochelle Poli 

Josephine  

    Kozlowski 

Scott Smith 

Elaine Opalewski 

Estelle Therrien 

Jack Rein 

Maureen   

   Estermeyer 

Dorothy Cousins 

Helen Jakubowicz 

Brian Martinuzzi 

Ronnie Edelbrock 

Paula Bakken 

Bill Neph 

Madlene      

   Slominski   

Robert Welsh 

Therese Gonzels 

Mary Cauzillo 

Mildred Barbera 

Mary Cerullo 

Donny & Suzanne 

    Willim 

Jerome Willim 

Caron Yarnevich 

Joseph Blair 

L 

et us pray for those who are 

ill and have asked for our 

prayer:  

Monday—October 17 St. 

Ignatius of Antioch, bishop and 

martyr 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel 

Peggy Altenburg req. by The 

Senkowski Family 

Tuesday— October 18 St. Luke 

evangelist 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel 

All living and deceased members 

of St. Valentine Parish 

Wednesday— October 19 St. 

John de Brebeuf and St. Isaac 

Jogues, priests and martyrs, 

and their companions, martyrs 

No Mass at St. Valentine, please 

worship at one of the other 

Redford Parishes. 

Thursday— October 20 

Weekday, St. Paul of the Cross, 

priest 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel  

All living and deceased members 

of St. Valentine Parish 

 Friday—October 21 Weekday 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Church 

Marguerite L. DeWaelsche req. 

by The Family 

Saturday—October 22 Weekday 

5:00 p.m. All living and deceased 

members of St. Valentine 

Parish 

Sunday—October 23 Thirtieth 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

World Mission Sunday 

8:00 a.m. Patricia Oakes req. by 

Raymond & Mary Ann Auger 

10:00 a.m. Rudolph Petrini req. 

by The Petrini Family 

Richard Rydzewski & Walter 

Ustes & the healing of Linda, 

Viola & Maryann Ustes & Mary 

Doherty and all living & 

deceased members of the  

Guziatek & Makowski families, 

a special intention req. by 

Georgiana Rydzewski  

12:00 noon  

Dennis Denhard req. by The Daly 

Family 

Bible Sharing today in the Parish 

Meeting Room at 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday, October 9, 2011 

Budgeted amount $  7,500.00 

Actual collected  $  6,616.09 

                        $    (883.91) 

             

Second Collection       $     600.41 

      

Heating                        $    420.00 

 

Together for Tomorrow 

2011 – 2012 to date  $29,722.71 

Readings for the Week of 

October 16, 2011 

Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6/1 Thes 

  1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21 

Monday: Rom 4:20-25/Lk 

  12:13-21 

Tuesday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Lk 

  10:1-9 

Wednesday: Rom 6:12-18/Lk 

  12:39-48 

Thursday: Rom 6:19-23/Lk 

  12:49-53 

Friday:  Rom 7:18-25a/Lk 

  12:54-59 

Saturday: Rom 8:1-11/Lk 13:1-9 

Next Sunday: Ex 22:20-26/1 Thes 

  1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40 
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We offer our deepest sympathy and 

prayers to the family and friends of 

Kenneth Heath.  May all the souls of 

the faithful departed through the 

mercy of God, rest in peace. 

 

Celebrate the 

Beatification of Pope 

John Paul II 

Auxilliary Bishop Francis 

R. Reiss invites you to 

come celebrate the beatification of 

Pope John Paul II with a special 

prayer service and Mass of 

Thanksgiving at Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel, Wyandotte on October 22 at 

4:30 p.m. 

A Family Perspective 

by Bud Ozar 

Jesus was exasperated when he 

scolded: “Why do you put me to the 

test?”  It is natural for children to test 

parents; this is how they learn and 

how we teach limits, rules and values. 

Be like Jesus in today’s Gospel; he 

was firm, honest and direct.  
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Attention All Ushers 

Golden Years 

The Golden Years meet 

on Tuesdays at 11:00 

a.m. in the School 

Meeting Room. We are 

always looking for new members to 

join us for cards, coffee and 

conversation. Please join us on 

Tuesdays, at 11:00 a.m. 

  

Usher Schedule 

  

Month 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 12:00 noon 

October 22 & 23 Ken Berini 

Beth Jachman 

Neil Martinuzzi 

Jeff Kramer 

Tony Haewski 

Ron Fron 

Ed O’Brien 

Ron Klassa 

Sam Barberio 

Gene Wozniak 

Bill Roberts 

Bob Sexton 

Tony Janisse 

Mike Valla 

Mike Nowak 

Eileen MacDonell 

October 29 & 30 Tom Beaudoin 

John Black 

Jeff Burgio 

Frank Flores 

Bryan Davis 

Steve Gierak 

Jamie Olesky 

David Nedeau 

Mike McKeever 

Bill McKeever 

Frank Neward 

Frank Tislerics 

Patrick Jeffries 

Terry Galloway 

Larry Pennington 

John Murzin 

Mass Time & 

Date 

Sacristan Lector Servers Eucharist 

Ministers 

October 22 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Barbara Pogoda Paul Toth 

Emily Kramer 

Emily Edwards 

Jami Aikens 

Anna Duda 

Mary K. Courtney 

Corena Wienczak 

Gabe Torres 

Joan Martinuzzi 

Suzanne Lewis 

Patricia Lewis 

Chris Nowak 

October 23 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

Colin Krupp Rosie Gonzales 

Dan Ryan 

Brady Bushart 

Kathleen Bushart 

Zoe Brenner 

Vince Schenden 

Judy Zbikowski 

Frank Zbikowski 

Marcia Fron 

October 23 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Michael Stack Mary Buzzell 

Dan Benard 

Kellianne Ferrara 

Brendan Sanders 

Anthony Allen 

Jim Nicola 

Beth Nicola 

Matt Chubb 

Linda Murzin 

Julie Witkowski 

Janet Toppa 

Kathy Gresham 

October 23 

Sunday 12:00 noon 

John Dziurgot Mary Anthony 

Susan Fitzpatrick 

Allison Peck 

Kayla Clemens 

David Turner 

Carol Humphry 

Brian Humphry 

Ted Kozlowski 

Barb Wojtaszek 

Tammy Valentine 

Madeline Barnauskas 

Kim Bickley  

October 29 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Katie Pogoda Walt Kieltyka 

Joi Zawol 

Katie O’Grady 

Celsey Bicknell 

Taylor Graham 

Keith Vega 

Elaine Kramer 

Christy Centivany 

Donna Centivany 

Suzanne Mote 

Tony Silva 

Joe Brehm 

October 30 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

Jim Soter Shane Perrine 

Joan Ricotta 

Brianna Burdick 

Ravyn Clanton 

Marie Williamson 

Patty Soter 

Bonnie Danic 

John Danic 

Mary Wilson 

October 30 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Patrick Gresham Anthony Zasuwa 

Matthew Barnauskas 

Mary Kate Barnauskas 

Tori Buscemi 

Evan Jeffries 

Leslie Benard 

Dee Loveday 

Michael Burden 

Pat Kolasa 

Mary Suchenek 

Meg Venn 

Mary Hobbel 

October 30 

Sunday 12:00 noon 

Joy Siedlik Amanda Sanders 

Eileen Kuhl 

Anna Falzon 

Pat Fox 

Ozzy Nelson-Pawlik 

Janie Bauer 

Kerry Prowse 

Bob Neaton 

Maggie Neaton 

Sandra Valla 

Kathy Burnash 

Michelle Prowse 

Leaders of the Rosary During 

the Month of October 

 

October 15 & 16 

5:00 Mass Beth Nicola 

8:00 Mass Marcia Fron 

10:00 Mass Jan Dillon 

12:00 Mass Keith Vega 

 

October 22 & 23 

5:00 Mass Suzanne Mote 

8:00 Mass Rosemarie Gonzales 

10:00 Mass Michael Burden 

12:00 Mass Baptism today—no 

  rosary after Mass 

 

October 29 & 30 

5:00 Mass Tom Beaudoin 

8:00 Mass Peter Williams 

10:00 Mass Matt Yokom 

12:00 Mass Eileen MacDonell 
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From Faith Formation 

Ten Reasons Why A Retreat: 

1. Physical rest. 

2. Peace and recollection. 

3. Answers to a pressing problem. 

4. Updating your religion 

5. Release from tension, fear. 

6. God’s help in making important 

decisions. 

7. New awareness of God’s personal 

love for you. 

8. A weekend away with good food 

and good company. 

9. Interesting and practical talks on 

spiritual issues. 

10. The retreat theme this year is 

“ARE WE THERE YET?” A rich 

blessing for you. 

Sign up for the parish retreat for 

women on the weekend of October 21

-23, 2011. Call Beth Nicola at 313-387

-1416 or the Retreat Center at 313-

535-9563. 

 

 

 

St. Genevieve PSA  

Rummage Sale 

October 21st & 22nd  

29015 Jamison St. in Livonia 

2 blocks south of 5 Mile Road, just 

east of Middlebelt 

Come bag yourself some bargains! 

First Reconciliation and 

 First Eucharist Parent   

Meeting 

Monday, October 24th 

7:00 p.m. 

In the School Meeting Room 

**If you haven’t turned in your child’s 

Baptismal Certificate please plan on 

bringing it to this meeting. 

Entrée With Padre   

Dinner for Eight  

Right This Way 

The Women’s Club started Entrée 

with Padre 6 years ago as a way to 

raise funds for the needy in our parish 

at Christmas. The raffle tickets are 1 

for $5 or 3 for $10 with all the monies 

generated from the raffle going to 

families in need at Christmas. In the 

past the Men’s Club has donated 

money to purchase the meat for the 

dinner (and we are very grateful for 

their never ending support) and the 

women involved have donated their 

special recipes for the evening. The 

winner of the raffle drawing may bring 

up to 7 guests to the dinner which is 

held in Father Suresh’s dining room 

on November 19th. Our lucky winner 

has a choice of beef, pork, chicken, 

fish or a vegetarian meal prepared in 

house by our gourmet chef! In the 

past everyone has walked away from 

the dinner table fully satisfied and had 

an enjoyable and lively evening. 

In closing we are asking for your 

support once again to make this a 

successful raffle for some of our 

parish families in need. We hope this 

year we will see your smiling face 

around the dinner table. It would be 

our pleasure to serve you! 

An Evening of Reflection for 

Veterans and their Families 

Recognizing that returning from 

military deployment can be a time 

filled with mixed emotions-a wonderful 

time and yet a stressful time. The 

Dominican Center for Religious 

Development invites you, as Jesus 

invited the disciples, “To come away 

by yourselves to an out of the way 

place.” Join us for an evening with 

dinner, conversation and prayer.  

Come as individual, come as family 

(childcare will be provided) and 

perhaps discover God’s presence 

within your journey. 

 

When: Wednesday, October 19  

Where:  St. Paul of the Cross Retreat 

Center     

Time:   5:45pm arrival, 6:00pm dinner,  

9:00pm departure 

Donation:   $5 individual - $10 family 

RSVP:  313 387 9574  or 

info@dominicancenter.org 

For the past few years St Valentine’s 

has been encouraging families to host 

the “Vocation Chalice.” I didn’t really 

know what it was about when 

someone asked if my family would 

host it. Jumping in, as I have a 

tendency to do, I said “yes” and was 

on my way to bringing it home. 

Incidentally, we were just given an 

antique table the same week we 

hosted. Due to its recent introduction 

to our home the table had not yet 

acquired anything on it. So when we 

came home with the chalice, it 

naturally looked like it belonged on the 

table which was now very central to 

our living room. And thus, the chalice, 

for one week, became the centerpiece 

of our home. It sat right in the middle 

of everything and was there as a 

reminder for us to pray as a family. So 

we did. Every evening we sat with our 

little girl and prayed. It was a time of 

peace and beauty.  

The St. Valentine vocation Chalice is 

based on the Serran “Traveling 

Chalice” and the whole concept is that 

families will host the chalice in their 

homes and pray for vocations during 

mealtimes. The idea is to encourage 

families to pray at their tables, “to 

“nurture vocations” within the family, 

and to connect the family meal” with 

the “Eucharist Meal”.” 

 We have several families with 

members making their first Eucharist 

this year, I encourage them and 

everyone to sign up for the 

opportunity to receive the Vocation 

Chalice in your home. When your 

family host’s the chalice you receive 

prayers and general instructions on 

what to do. The chalice is not 

breakable (one of the requirements for 

my family) nor is it obtrusive. It is a 

welcome addition to our busy lives to 

be reminded to stop and pray 

together.  

Please call the office (313) 532-4394 

and request to have your family added 

as a host. 

Have a great week! 
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October Blanket 

Drive 

 Now that Fall is here 

it's time to prepare 

for colder days and 

nights to come. Your Christian Service 

Commission is collecting blankets for 

the many people who, because of 

financial hardship, will be left with little 

protection against the winter weather 

we'll soon be experiencing. This 

Blanket Drive will be held throughout 

the month of October. Blankets will be 

collected at all weekend Masses 

(Church entrances) and then 

distributed to the Salvation Army.  

Please help if you can.  

 Christian Service Commission 

Last Call 

Soccer Ball Drive 

The students from NJHS 

are sponsoring a Soccer 

Ball Drive. We are 

collecting 75 gently used/new soccer 

balls for the children in Haiti. The balls 

will be collected now through the 

month of October. The 8th grade will 

get together to wash, deflate, and box 

up the balls. 

The founder of “Provide, Inc.”, Lori 

Naseef, as part of the “Ball & A Buck” 

Project Team, will be sending these 

soccer balls on a mission trip to Haiti 

on October 22, 2011. 

Boxes will be placed by the school 

office, the 8th grade classroom and at 

the church doors. We will be collecting 

the balls now through Sunday, 

October 16. 

Thank you, in advance for your 

generous donation. 

NJHS Student Body 

Ms. Keipert –NJHS Advisor 

Sue Williams, Parent Coordinator 

9th Annual AOD Catholic 

Women’s Conference 

Register now for the 9th Annual 

Catholic Women’s Conference, Friday 

and Saturday, October 28-29 at the 

Best Western Sterling Inn Banquet 

and Conference Center, Sterling 

Heights. This year’s theme is 

“Embraced by Mercy, Transformed by 

Love,” and our keynote speaker will 

be His Excellency, The Most 

Reverend Archbishop Allen H. 

Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit. Join 

the Archbishop as he challenges us to 

consider our unique vocation as God’s 

“privileged agents for sharing the 

good news of Divine Mercy.” 

Additional presenters include: Sr. 

Mary Finn, Catherine Lanni, Fr. 

Joseph Horn, and Marjorie Gabriel-

Burrow; music and drama under the 

direction of Dr. Noriko Ernst, Kelly 

Nieto, and Marjorie Gabriel-Burrow. 

For registration and event details 

p lease v is i t  our  websi te  a t 

www.aodwomensministry.org or call 

(313)  237-4683.  Regis t rat ion 

deadl ines: Mai l- in postmarked 

October 20; Online-October 24. Note: 

Conference fees do not include hotel 

a c c o mm o d a t i o n s .  F o r  r o o m 

reservations call the Sterling Inn at 

(586) 979-1400. 

2011 Prep Bowl 

October 22 at Ford Field 

 The Catholic League’s 2011 Prep 

Bowl® will be held again this year at 

the home of the Detroit Lions, Ford 

Field. The Prep Bowl® will feature 

three League Championship Football 

games on Saturday, October 22. It will 

be an action packed day – complete 

with football, teacher recognition, 

reunion teams, Scholastic All Catholic 

teams, pom pon routines, and much, 

much more. Sponsored by the Knights 

of Columbus, University of Detroit 

Mercy, Adidas, Top Cat Sales, and 

E A  G r a p h i c s .  G r e a t  f am i l y 

entertainment and excitement await 

you at Ford Field and the 2011 Prep 

Bowl®.  Tickets are available from any 

Cathol ic high school athlet ic 

department or local Knights of 

Columbus Council. 

Trunk or Treat 

The St. Valentine Student Council is 

sponsoring a Trunk or Treat on 

Sunday, October 30th at 2:30 p.m. 

Please see the flyer in today’s paper 

about this fun event. For more 

information please call the School at 

313-533-7149. 

St. Vincent de Paul – 

St. Valentine 

Conference 

Remember the last week 

of September when all of 

a sudden, we felt that north wind and 

thought, “Oh, oh, cold weather is on 

the way”. After being so hot, it was at 

first, a relief but thenTSo I took a little 

survey to see how many of us turned 

on the heat. I was determined that no 

way in September, was my furnace 

going on. The people I asked felt the 

same way, but invariably, on the last 

day of September, we gave up. I was 

cold so I flicked that thermostat and 

lost my bet with myself. We all knew 

as well, that when the bill came, we 

would pay it. That’s what we do, right?  

We might grouse about the high cost 

of heating but ultimately, we belly up 

and pay our bill. Lucky for us, we have 

the resources to do that—what if we 

didn’t?? Would we let it go and keep 

our family warm for as long as we 

could, or would we pile sweaters and 

blankets on and “tough it out”? Or—

God forbid, rely on a space heater 

that might be very dangerous. Those 

are some of the choices that face our 

clients. Some of them have always 

struggled for whatever reason, and 

some suddenly have lost their income. 

There’s a really narrow and scary line 

that can lead to financial ruin.  

Whatever happens, they look to us for 

help—and we look to you to share the 

load. So keep up the good work— and 

so will we. 

The Walk for the Friends of the 

Poor was a success and raised 

almost $50,000. Sue and John 

Fitzpatrick and Theresa Lynch were 

among the 300 people who 

participated. By their account, it was a 

fun day and they met with lots of 

interesting people. Now it is history 

and God bless all who were walking, 

registering folks, supplying water or 

snacks or pledged or doing any of the 

myriad things that go along with this 

kind of endeavor. 

The 5

th

 Annual Telethon for the 

Society will be on December 8, 2011 

at WXYZ Channel 7. From 5:00 P.M. 

until midnight, the phones will be busy 

with volunteers accepting generous 

people’s pledges. Yeah, Channel 7! 

Thank you! 

God bless all of you for all you do.  

Thank you. 
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Rosary Rally Today 

The 5th Annual Rosary Rally will 

take place today Sunday, October 

16th at the Cathedral of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament. The day begins 

with the rosary at 1:30 p.m., Divine 

Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 p.m. and Mass 

at 4:00 p.m. Join the Legion of Mary 

for this special Rosary Marathon. 

We Need You... 

We are looking for volunteers to help 

with the coordination of weddings in 

o u r  c h u r c h .  T h e  w e d d i n g  

coordinators will do the wedding 

rehearsals and also assist during the 

wedding mass. We are also looking 

for volunteers for the vocation 

commission. As you may know, many 

of the commissions run short of 

people and so we need you. The 

volunteers will be instructed to what is 

going on and the meetings will be 

scheduled conveniently if needed.   

All the help training materials will be 

provided. If interested please the 

parish office at 313-532-4394. 

Fr. Suresh 

Encountering Jesus in the Mass 

The Church of the Holy Family 

(located at 24505 Meadowbrook in 

Novi) presents “Encountering Jesus in 

the Mass”. Topics will be presented by 

visiting speakers on six consecutive 

Sunday nights at 7 p.m. from October 

9—November 13, 2011. For more 

i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  c a n  v i s i t 

www.holyfamilynovi.org or call 248-

349-8847. 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

While anyone with a paycheck ends 

up paying taxes regularly, there are 

many others who pay their taxes as a 

quarterly estimate. Many states or 

provinces have a sales tax that 

applies to certain goods and services. 

Even some local municipalities add 

their own fraction of a percent on top 

of that. And anytime we put gasoline 

in our car we are paying taxes. 

Benjamin Franklin's adage, "In this 

world nothing can be said to be 

certain, except death and taxes," is 

certainly true for any of us in this 

country. It could be said that we are 

rendering to Caesar by way of the 

taxes we pay as part and parcel of our 

everyday life. 

In the Gospel today Jesus points out 

that there is nothing wrong with 

paying taxes. In fact, in the 

examination of conscience in the Rite 

of Penance, the questions that are 

asked include, "Have I done my duty 

as a citizen? Have I paid my taxes?" 

From the perspective of a Christian, 

paying taxes is part of promoting the 

common good, since government 

exists to foster and protect society. 

Encouraging development and 

promoting the common good are 

causes that the popes from the time of 

Leo XIII to the present have 

particularly supported in their 

encyclicals and reflections. And it is 

an idea that is occasionally lost in the 

heated political rhetoric of North 

American culture. As the popes have 

highlighted, the "common good" is an 

especially Christian ideal, since it 

means that we are attentive to the 

needs of all in society, an inclusive 

and wide-reaching perspective on 

who the community truly is. 

If paying taxes-and in that way 

promoting the common good-is 

already a part of our everyday life, we 

might want to ask ourselves in what 

ways repaying to God what belongs to 

God is taking place in our lives every 

day. How taxing is our spiritual life? 

Or is our spiritual tax rate too low? 
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Coney Night 

Everyone is invited to the Coney 

Night on Sunday, October 23 from 

1:00—4:00 p.m. in the School Gym. 

All proceeds to help our St. 

Valentine’s Youth Group attend the 

Rainbow Conference. Sponsored by 

St. Valentine Knights of Columbus 

14080. 

 

CSA Minute 

Youth Ministry 

This coming week, the Youth 

Ministry Office will present the 

Engaging the Young Church 

Conference (EYCC). 

The event is designed to call the 

whole Church together in responding 

to the need for mentoring and 

evangelizing a new generation of 

disciples to be a voice of hope and 

promise for the Church. The 

conference is for everyone who 

ministers to youth, such as parents, 

youth ministers, teachers, catechists, 

campus and young adult ministers, 

clergy, and religious.  

Your gifts to the Catholic Service 

Appeal help the Archdiocese of 

Detroit meet its mission of ministering 

to youth. All adult members of our 

church share in the responsibility of 

guiding our young people, and 

welcoming them as complete, integral, 

and equal members of our faith 

community. 

For more information about youth 

ministry or other CSA-funded 

programs and ministries, go to 

www.AODonline.org. 

Blood Drive 

Our blood drive is scheduled for 

Sunday, November 6, 2011 (3 weeks 

from this Sunday) which means that if 

you haven't made a whole blood 

donation after Saturday, September 

17, 2011, then you're eligible. If you 

made a double red cell donation at 

our July blood drive, you ARE NOT 

eligible. Whole blood donors from our 

July blood drive ARE eligible. I'll be in 

front of church to register donors 

before, during, and after all masses 

every weekend before the blood drive 

and can also be reached at (313)-531-

3220, or you may email me at 

callredcrblooddrive@gmail.com.If you 

cannot donate blood and would like to 

donate a dish for the Red Cross Staff, 

please contact me either after mass 

and/or email, phone. Also for any 

students that need community hours, 

please contact me. 

 I hope you'll join me in an effort to 

save lives and provide hope. 

Please pray for our success and the 

health of those we serve! 

Thank you, 

Cecilia Gallagher 

St. Valentine Red Cross Coordinator 


