
St. Valentine Church 

Mission Statement: Guided by the Holy Spirit we strive to live and share the Good News 

of Jesus Christ. As a Catholic Community we welcome, serve, teach, reconcile, give 

comfort and hope in the spirit of St. Valentine. 

October 23, 2011 

From the Desk of Fr. Suresh 

Together For Tomorrow 

Next weekend is designated as 

pledge payment weekend for our 

capital campaign. Thank you in 

advance for  your  cont inued 

generosity. 

Put This On Your 

Calendar 

Monday, October 24

th

   

Manna Soup Kitchen 

First Communion /

Reconciliation Meeting, 

School Meeting Room – 

7:00pm 

Tuesday, October 25

th

     

Golden Years, School 

Meeting Room – 11:00am     

Wednesday, October 26

th

     

Thursday, October 27

th

        

RCIA, Rectory Meeting Room – 7:00 

pm 

Practice, Choir, Church– 7:30pm 

Friday, October 28

th

       

Saturday, October 29

th

  

Confessions, Church – 3:30pm 

Sunday, October 30

th

   

Fr. Suresh’s Installation Noon 

Mass 

Bible Sharing, Parish Office Meeting 

Room – 11:00am 

Trunk or Treat, School parking lot – 

2:30 pm 

Coney Lunch today October 23 

 1:00—4:00 p.m. in the  

School Gym 

Today Is World Mission Sunday 

 

We observe the annual day of prayer and sacrifice for the missions today. We 

unite ourselves with our fellow Christians all over the world who with us attempt 

to share our faith with others, especially those who have not yet heard the name 

of Jesus. 

 

Mission priest will tell the people in their small mission churches and chapels 

how the Gospel is being proclaimed around the world on this day. They will join 

us in making a personal sacrifice for the Gospel message that we all have 

received sometime or another in our lives. In scripture we are taught that faith 

comes through hearing and in every Catholic Church throughout the world this 

message will be proclaimed. 

 

God reminds his Apostles, “Whoever wishes to be great among you will be your 

servant”. Our missionaries that we support today are truly God’s Servants. Our 

missionaries have indeed gone to the “ends of the earth” as Jesus has 

commanded us. Now we are challenged to help the world reach a holiness that 

was seen in the life of many of our saints. When we help them in their ministry we 

too become one whom God recognizes as one of his servants and blesses you. 

 

World Mission Sunday, this year, offers us the opportunity to thank those many 

Servants of God and to become a great part of this “holiest and greatest work of 

the Church”. 

 

This is the eighty-sixth year we have observed World Mission Sunday in our 

country and we hope that it will be one of the most successful. This year’s 

Mission Sunday offers us an opportunity to be a part of all of this sharing of the 

Good News. 

 

Installation of a Pastor  

 

When a new pastor is appointed for a parish it is appropriate that he be publicly 

installed by a liturgical rite. The installation usually takes place at one of the 

weekend Masses and the bishop is the usual celebrant of this rite. My installation 

as pastor of St. Valentine Parish will take place next Sunday, October, 30, 2011, 

at the 12:00 noon Mass celebrated by Bishop Francis R. Reiss. Bishop Reiss is 

our regional bishop. I will be signing the Profession of Faith and Oath of Fidelity 

documents in the presence of the bishop. Please plan on attending this Mass 

with the bishop. 
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St. Valentine Heartline 

L iturgy Schedule 

 Mass Intentions 

Kathleen Kelly 

Joyce Kelly 

Josiah Wardrop 

Daniel Tinney 

Ann Kochish 

Rose Marie  

   Roszkowski 

Tom Alderton 

Gail Jensen 

Aaron Martinuzzi 

Sandra Gioia 

Kim DeMoss 

Sue Fields 

Kenneth DeVore 

Robert Parcha 

Donna Parcha 

Joseph Pelot 

Bader Michael 

Mark Spencer 

Mary Silva 

Jesse Silva 

Mary Cervantes 

Walter Ustes 

Viola Ustes 

Maryann Ustes 

Mary Doherty 

Melvin Verardi 

Centivany Family 

Rick Spencer 

Kim Hobbel 

Jean Toth 

Terry Anne       

    Schultz 

Art Kolasa 

Gene Wozniak 

Shelia Smith 

Palani Ammal 

Joyce Gac 

Rochelle Poli 

Scott Smith 

Elaine Opalewski 

Estelle Therrien 

Jack Rein 

Maureen   

   Estermeyer 

Dorothy Cousins 

Helen Jakubowicz 

Brian Martinuzzi 

Ronnie Edelbrock 

Paula Bakken 

Bill Neph 

Madlene      

   Slominski   

Robert Welsh 

Therese Gonzels 

Mary Cauzillo 

Mildred Barbera 

Mary Cerullo 

Donny & Suzanne 

    Willim 

Jerome Willim 

Joseph Blair 

Joyce Rogers 

L 

et us pray for those who are 

ill and have asked for our 

prayer:  

Monday—October 24 Weekday, 

St. Anthony Mary Claret, bishop 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel 

Helene Roggers Skora req. by 

The Skora Family 

Tuesday— October 25 Weekday 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel 

Peggy Altenburg req. by Phyllis 

Westbrook 

Wednesday— October 26 

Weekday 

No Mass at St. Valentine, please 

worship at one of the other 

Redford Parishes. 

Thursday— October 27 

Weekday, 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel  

All living and deceased members 

of St. Valentine Parish 

 Friday—October 28 St. Simon 

and St. Jude, apostles 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Church 

St. Valentine students and their 

families   

Saturday—October 29 Weekday 

5:00 p.m. All living and deceased 

members of St. Valentine 

Parish 

Sunday—October 30 Thirty-First 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m. Wally & Stella Smythe 

req. by Claudia Lusch 

Patricia Oakes—req. by The Daly 

Family 

10:00 a.m. Walter Zessin req. by 

Rosemary Zessin 

Richard Rydzewski & Walter 

Ustes & the healing of Linda, 

Viola & Maryann Ustes & Mary 

Doherty and all living & 

deceased members of the  

Guziatek & Makowski families, 

a special intention req. by 

Georgiana Rydzewski  

12:00 noon  

Father Suresh and Bishop Reiss 

req. by The Parishioners of St. 

Valentine 

Bible Sharing today in the Parish 

Meeting Room at 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday, October 16, 2011 

Budgeted amount      $  7,500.00 

Actual collected         $  6,370.10 

                       $ (1,129.90) 

              

Second Collection      $     518.90     

Heating                       $     140.00  

Missions  $     165.00 

 

Together for Tomorrow 

2011 – 2012 to date  $29,722.71 

We offer our deepest sympathy and 

prayers to Marianne Senkowski upon 

the death of her husband, Chet and to 

the family and friends of Gerald 

Karasinski. May all the souls of the 

faithful departed through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace. 

Readings for the Week of 

October 23, 2011 

 

Sunday: Ex 22:20-26/1 Thes 

  1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40 

Monday: Rom 8:12-17/Lk 

  13:10-17 

Tuesday: Rom 8:18-25/Lk 

  13:18-21 

Wednesday: Rom 8:26-30/Lk 

  13:22-30 

Thursday: Rom 8:31b-39/Lk 

  13:31-35 

Friday:  Eph 2:19-22/Lk 6:12-

  16 

Saturday: Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 

  25-29/Lk 14:1, 7-11 

Next Sunday: Mal 1:14b-2:2b, 8-

  10/1 Thes 2:7b-9, 13/

  Mt 23:1-12 
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Blood Drive 

We will continue to sign donors up  

this weekend in the back of church for 

the Blood Drive on Sunday, 

November 6th. You may also email 

cgallredcrblooddrive@gmail.com or 

call 313-531-3220 to schedule an 

appointment. 

Cecilia Gallagher 

Blood Drive Coordinator 
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Attention All Ushers 

Golden Years 

The Golden Years meet 

on Tuesdays at 11:00 

a.m. in the School 

Meeting Room. We are 

always looking for new members to 

join us for cards, coffee and 

conversation. Please join us on 

Tuesdays, at 11:00 a.m. 

  

Usher Schedule 

  

Month 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 12:00 noon 

October 29 & 30 Tom Beaudoin 

John Black 

Jeff Burgio 

Frank Flores 

Bryan Davis 

Steve Gierak 

Jamie Olesky 

David Nedeau 

Mike McKeever 

Bill McKeever 

Frank Neward 

Frank Tislerics 

Patrick Jeffries 

Terry Galloway 

Larry Pennington 

John Murzin 

November 5 & 6 Jim Nicola 

Neil Martinuzzi 

Ken Berini 

Gene Janisse 

Gene Wozniak 

Ron Klassa 

Tony Haewski 

Vince Schenden 

Ed O’Brien 

Sam Barberio 

Jeff Kramer 

Chuck Fox 

Mike Nowak 

Mike Valla 

Tony Janisse 

Matt Buransh 

Mass Time & 

Date 

Sacristan Lector Servers Eucharist 

Ministers 

October 29 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Katie Pogoda Walt Kieltyka 

Joi Zawol 

Katie O’Grady 

Celsey Bicknell 

Taylor Graham 

Keith Vega 

Elaine Kramer 

Christy Centivany 

Donna Centivany 

Suzanne Mote 

Tony Silva 

Joe Brehm 

October 30 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

Jim Soter Shane Perrine 

Joan Ricotta 

Brianna Burdick 

Ravyn Clanton 

Marie Williamson 

Patty Soter 

Bonnie Danic 

John Danic 

Mary Wilson 

October 30 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Patrick Gresham Anthony Zasuwa 

Matthew Barnauskas 

Mary Kate Barnauskas 

Tori Buscemi 

Evan Jeffries 

Leslie Benard 

Dee Loveday 

Michael Burden 

Pat Kolasa 

Mary Suchenek 

Meg Venn 

Mary Hobbel 

October 30 

Sunday 12:00 noon 

Joy Siedlik Amanda Sanders 

Eileen Kuhl 

Anna Falzon 

Pat Fox 

Ozzy Nelson-Pawlik 

Janie Bauer 

Kerry Prowse 

Bob Neaton 

Maggie Neaton 

Sandra Valla 

Kathy Burnash 

Michelle Prowse 

November 5 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Michael Pogoda Mary Buzzell 

John Fitzpatrick 

Abby Longacre 

Kathleen Bushart 

Brady Bushart 

Patricia Lewis 

Suzanne Lewis 

Joan Martinuzzi 

Gabe Torres 

Corena Wienczak 

Mary K. Courtney 

Beau Bushart 

November 6 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

Ron Fron Dan Ryan 

Rosie Gonzales 

Ryan Hoyer 

Paul Schulte 

Sean Harkin 

Hugh Doody 

Janet Doody 

Marcia Fron 

Juanita Benard 

November 6 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Joy Siedlik Emily Kramer 

Paul Toth 

Madison Nuorala 

Isadora Baughman 

Fiona Baughman 

Elaine Kramer 

Keith Vega 

Kim Bickley 

Barb Wojtaszek 

Kathy Gresham 

Janet Toppa 

Julie Witkowski 

November 6 

Sunday 12:00 noon 

Emma Rust Dan Benard 

Millie Rodolosi 

Becca Damuth 

Sydney Bauer 

Matt Lepper 

Madeline Barnauskas 

Tammy Valentine 

Brian Humphry 

Carol Humphry 

Linda Murzin 

Matt Chubb 

Abigail Benard 

Leaders of the Rosary During 

the Month of October 

October 22 & 23 

5:00 Mass Suzanne Mote 

8:00 Mass Rosemarie Gonzales 

10:00 Mass Michael Burden 

12:00 Mass Baptism today—no 

  rosary after Mass 

October 29 & 30 

5:00 Mass Tom Beaudoin 

8:00 Mass Peter Williams 

10:00 Mass Matt Yokom 

12:00 Mass Eileen MacDonell 

Save the Date! 

Mark your calendars now for  the 

Installation of Father Suresh as our 

new Pastor on Sunday, October 30th 

at the 12:00 Noon Mass. 

Bishop Francis Reiss will be the 

Installing Bishop. Please join us for 

this special Mass with Father Suresh 

and Bishop Reiss. 
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From Faith Formation 

St. Valentine Vocation Chalice 

October 23 The Sanders Family 

October 30 Chuck & Rosemary 

        Fox 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Retreat 

Please pray for the following women 

who are on retreat this weekend at St. 

Paul’s Retreat Center. 

Alice Glueck 

Margaret Burger 

Colleen Masserang 

Susan Friese 

Kathy Reese 

Carol Wiley 

Joan Martinuzzi 

Mary Wright 

Mary Tesner 

Cindy Neph 

Beth Nicola 

 

Entrée with Padre  

aka  

Dinner with Fr. Suresh 

The Women’s Club members are 

selling raffle tickets after all the 

masses to our Entrée with Padre 

dinner with Fr. Suresh on November 

19th. We appreciate your support 

during these economic times and 

please know 100% of your monies go 

to St. Valentine families in need at 

Christmas. If you have a scheduling 

conflict, we will be happy to take a 

donation! Thank you in advance for 

your generosity. 

 

St. Valentine Women’s Club 

First Reconciliation and 

 First Eucharist Parent   

Meeting 

Monday, October 24th 

7:00 p.m. 

In the School Meeting Room 

**If you haven’t turned in your child’s 

Baptismal Certificate please plan on 

bringing it to this meeting. 

Are you feeling "Divided" or 

"United" in your Marriage 

Relationship? 

If you're feeling divided, attending 

the Retrouvaille program can help you 

to become re-united! Retrouvaille is 

for married couples experiencing the 

disappointment and pain of a 

marriage in trouble. The next 

Retrouvaille program begins with a 

weekend on October 28-30, 2011, in 

Livonia, MI. For more information or to 

register, call 800-470-2230 or visit our 

website www.retrouvaille.info  

Soup Kitchen News 

Once again, we will travel together 

down to Manna Meal Soup Kitchen 

where we will  help prepare and serve 

food and clean up afterwards. If you 

are looking for a rewarding Christian 

Service, this is it. Please meet in the 

church parking lot near Beech Daly 

Road, this Monday morning. We leave 

at 8 am sharp! Call Ed or Margaret 

Burger 313-533-8538 for more 

information. We will return by noon. 

This year in our faith formation 

program, we have an amazing staff of 

volunteers who are teaching and 

aiding over 85 children. This year we 

are using a learning program by 

Pf laum Gospel Weekly Faith 

Formation Program. This is a new and 

exciting learning tool that we really 

think the children are excited about.   

Every student receives a soft cover 

book entitled “What the Church 

Believes and Teaches” as well as the 

weekly leaflet lesson pages that are 

based on the Sunday lectionary. The 

soft cover book illustrates the basics 

and fundamentals of our faith. The 

Gospel weekly leaflet is a four to eight 

page color newsletter that is handed 

out every week. The leaflets are 

based on grade levels, with more 

pages for the older grades. The 

weekly pages introduce the children to 

the upcoming Gospel to be read on 

Sunday and inspire and illustrate 

ways to practice faith every day.   

Also included are lesson guides for 

our teachers with a three part lesson 

plan:  

“1. Sharing Life Stories uses 

children’s own experiences to help 

explain the Gospel meaning. 

2.  Listening to God’s Word allows 

children to proclaim, dramatize, and 

celebrate the Gospel. 

3. Building Christian Community 

allows young people to put the Gospel 

to work hands-on in their lives and 

suggests ties to parish activities, 

community service, and building 

relationships” 

The children’s reactions to what they 

are learning should be proof that they 

are understanding the lesson, and we 

were very excited to hear about some 

children who were whispering to each 

other during mass that “I learned 

about this in school”! 

If you are interested in reading any 

of the Gospel Weeklies, there will be 

some in the back of church for you to 

take and read. Please feel free to 

pass them on and share.  
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October Blanket 

Drive 

 Now that Fall is here 

it's time to prepare for 

colder days and nights 

to come. Your Christian Service 

Commission is collecting blankets for 

the many people who, because of 

financial hardship, will be left with little 

protection against the winter weather 

we'll soon be experiencing. This 

Blanket Drive will be held throughout 

the month of October. Blankets will be 

collected at all weekend Masses 

(Church entrances) and then 

distributed to the Salvation Army.  

Please help if you can.  

 Christian Service Commission 

9th Annual AOD Catholic 

Women’s Conference 

Register now for the 9th Annual 

Catholic Women’s Conference, Friday 

and Saturday, October 28-29 at the 

Best Western Sterling Inn Banquet 

and Conference Center, Sterling 

Heights. This year’s theme is 

“Embraced by Mercy, Transformed by 

Love,” and our keynote speaker will 

be His Excellency, The Most 

Reverend Archbishop Allen H. 

Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit. Join 

the Archbishop as he challenges us to 

consider our unique vocation as God’s 

“privileged agents for sharing the 

good news of Divine Mercy.” 

Additional presenters include: Sr. 

Mary Finn, Catherine Lanni, Fr. 

Joseph Horn, and Marjorie Gabriel-

Burrow; music and drama under the 

direction of Dr. Noriko Ernst, Kelly 

Nieto, and Marjorie Gabriel-Burrow. 

For registration and event details 

p lease v is i t  our  websi te  a t 

www.aodwomensministry.org or call 

(313)  237-4683.  Regis t rat ion 

deadl ines: Mai l- in postmarked 

October 20; Online-October 24. Note: 

Conference fees do not include hotel 

a c c o mm o d a t i o n s .  F o r  r o o m 

reservations call the Sterling Inn at 

(586) 979-1400. 

Trunk or Treat 

The St. Valentine Student 

Council is sponsoring a 

Trunk or Treat on Sunday, 

October 30th at 2:30 p.m. 

Please see the flyer in today’s paper 

about this fun event. For more 

information please call the School at 

313-533-7149. 

Booster Club 2011-2012 

The St. Valentine Men’s Club would 

like to thank all who have purchased 

booster tickets this year and in the 

years past, it is the continued support 

of this program that allows our 

children the opportunity to participate 

in the St. Valentine Athletic and 

Scouting programs. As in years past 

we publish the list of winners each 

month...last year we did not and I 

wan t  t o  apo log i ze  fo r  t ha t 

inconvenience and assure you that 

each month’s winners will be 

published here in the church bulletin. 

If anyone has questions, concerns, 

would like to purchase or just have a 

few tickets to sell please contact me 

a t  7 3 4 - 4 4 4 - 8 1 0 5  o r  e m a i l 

Thomas_wilhelmsen@rocketmail.com 

Thomas Wilhelmsen 

Booster Chairperson 

One Day Pilgrimage to Historic 

Churches of Detroit 

Join the Changing Lives Together 

prayer committee on a pilgrimage of 

prayer ,  inc lud ing  Mass w i th 

Archbishop Vigneron. Pilgrims striving 

to reignite their passion for God will 

depart on buses from Dearborn and 

Warren, converging at historic sites of 

worship and spiritual learning in 

Detroit. 

The pilgrimage will include tours of 

SS. Peter and Paul Jesuit in 

downtown Detroit and Old St. Mary’s 

in Greektown. The tour will continue at 

Sacred Heart Major Seminary in 

Detroit where lunch will be served. 

The day will conclude with Saturday 

evening Mass at Ste. Anne de Detroit 

Church wi th His Excel lency, 

Archbishop Allen Vigneron. 

Saturday, November 5, 2011 

8:00 a.m. boarding, 6:00 p.m. return 

R o u n d  t r i p  m o t o r  c o a c h 

transportation will depart from the 

Ford Community & Performing Arts 

Center in Dearborn and from the 

Warren Civic Center in Warren. The 

tour will be guided by Bill Worden, 

church historian. 

 Tickets are $40 per person. 

Reserve yours today by calling: 313-

565-8888 (ext. 121) 

Help For Struggling 

Homeowners! 

In today’s tough economy many 

homeowners are struggling to make 

their monthly mortgage payments due 

to loss of employment, reduction of 

pay, increase in monthly medical 

expenses, etc. We are here to help 

educate homeowners of their options 

and their rights while finding a 

workable resolution (i.e. loan 

modif icat ion, repayment plan, 

forbearance, etc.) to their current 

situation – thus helping many stay in 

their homes. We are familiar with 

various programs and arrangements 

that lenders are offering and will assist 

in determining what is the best course 

of action for your family & their 

financial future. We will contact your 

lender to discuss your situation and 

help try to negotiate  new payment 

options. Best of all our services are 

completely FREE and over the last 

couple of years have proven effective 

in helping many stressed out 

homeowners through a difficult period. 

National Faith Homebuyers is a non-

profit agency that is certified by 

MSHDA & HUD. 

For additional information please 

contact Linda Miller at 313-378-5418 

or email: lindamiller@nationalfaith.org. 

A Family Perspective 

by Bud Ozar 

 In today’s Gospel the Pharisee was 

ta lk ing about  commandments 

(something we are forced to obey by 

external pressure) and Jesus was 

talking about love (an internal 

exhortation to give our heart, soul and 

mind to another). One demands 

allegiance, the other requires personal 

commitment. In our families we daily 

lay down our lives for each other not 

because we ‘gotta’ but because love 

compels us.  
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Script/Gift Certificates 

Scrip/Gift Certificates are available.  

Orders may be placed in the offertory 

basket during weekend Mass or 

dropped off at the school office/ 

rectory office before 11:00 a.m. every 

Monday. Scrip orders will be 

processed and available for pick-up 

by Thursday afternoon. If you have 

any questions, please contact a Scrip 

coordinator: Sharon Ploch or Kris 

Brake  313-533-7149. 

Life Screening at  

St. John Bosco 

October 26th 

St. John Bosco Parish is pleased to 

offer a preventive health event. Life 

Line Screening, a leading provider of 

community-based preventive health 

screenings, will host their affordable, 

non- invas ive, pa in less heal th 

screenings on Wednesday, October 

26, 2011. Five screenings will be 

offered that scan for potential health 

problems related to: blocked arteries, 

which is a leading cause of stroke; 

abdominal aorticaneurysms, which 

can lead to a ruptured aorta; 

hardening of the arteries in the legs, 

which is a strong predictor of heart 

disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular 

heart beat, which is closely tied to 

stroke risk; and a bone density 

screening, for men and women, used 

to assess the risk of osteoporosis. 

Stroke, Vascular and Heart Rhythm 

Packages range from $129.00 to 

$149.00. Call 1-800-324-1851or visit 

www.lifelinescreening.com/community

-pa r tn e rs  t o  sc he d u l e  y o u r 

appointment. Your Health is in Your 

Hands, so call for more information or 

to pre-register. 

We Need You... 

We are looking for volunteers to help 

with the coordination of weddings in 

o u r  c h u r c h .  T h e  w e d d i n g  

coordinators will do the wedding 

rehearsals and also assist during the 

wedding mass. We are also looking 

for volunteers for the vocation 

commission. As you may know, many 

of the commissions run short of 

people and so we need you. The 

volunteers will be instructed to what is 

going on and the meetings will be 

scheduled conveniently if needed.   

All the help training materials will be 

provided. If interested please the 

parish office at 313-532-4394. 

Fr. Suresh 

Blood Drive 

Our blood drive is scheduled for 

Sunday, November 6, 2011 (2 weeks 

from this Sunday) which means that if 

you haven't made a whole blood 

donation after Saturday, September 

17, 2011, then you're eligible. If you 

made a double red cell donation at 

our July blood drive, you ARE NOT 

eligible. Whole blood donors from our 

July blood drive ARE eligible. I'll be in 

front of church to register donors 

before, during, and after all masses 

every weekend before the blood drive 

and can also be reached at (313)-531-

3220, or you may email me at 

callredcrblooddrive@gmail.com.If you 

cannot donate blood and would like to 

donate a dish for the Red Cross Staff, 

please contact me either after mass 

and/or email, phone. Also for any 

students that need community hours, 

please contact me. 

 I hope you'll join me in an effort to 

save lives and provide hope. 

Please pray for our success and the 

health of those we serve! 

Thank you, 

Cecilia Gallagher 

St. Valentine Red Cross Coordinator 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

A high school classmate of mine 

decided after college that he wanted 

to become a lawyer. He loves the law. 

For him, it offers the best of both 

worlds. It is, first of all, an exacting 

science with great precision and 

specificity. That aspect of the law 

appeals to his orderly nature, his 

desire to categorize things and keep 

them in little boxes. But secondly, 

what my classmate also appreciates 

about the law is that it is open to 

interpretation. It has a breadth and 

depth that allow for variation in 

individual circumstances. This aspect 

appeals to my friend's more free-spirit 

nature, a characteristic of his life that 

left many of us wondering years ago 

how he would ever succeed in his 

chosen profession. 

As they are presented in the Gospel 

of Matthew, the Pharisees certainly 

are the ones who can execute the 

specificity of the law. They are 

criticized for their intense scrutiny of 

the minutiae of life, designating 

whether something is permitted or 

forbidden. Jesus was not going to 

allow himself to be trapped in that 

mechanical application of law. Not 

that the law is bad. Indeed, for the 

pious Jew of Jesus' day, the law was 

the path to life. 

But the Pharisees were looking for 

an argument, and Jesus was not 

going to enter into one. His response 

might give some guidance today for 

discussions with those who get 

incensed about displaying the Ten 

Commandments. When Jesus was 

asked about the law he does not 

reference the Decalogue. Instead, he 

cites the Shema, the prayer of a pious 

Jew in Deuteronomy 6: "You shall 

love the Lord, your God, with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all 

your mind." And for good measure he 

adds a quote from Leviticus 19: "You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself." 

My classmate would be happy. Law 

with specificity-love God and neighbor

-but with enough flexibility to 

a c c o m m o d a t e  a  v a r i e t y  o f 

circumstances. 
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Our Lady of Loretto 

If by chance you missed the 

presentation on the New Roman 

Missal held yesterday at St. Valentine, 

Our Lady of Loretto is sponsoring a 

program today, Sunday, October 23 at 

12:30 p.m. in the Church Hall. Mr. 

Dan MacAfee from the Archdiocese of 

Detroit, Office of Worship will be 

speaking on the upcoming changes. 


