Sfrom the Jesk of fr. QBuresh

All Soul’s Day

All Soul's Day (November 2) is a unique day in the Liturgical Year. It is not a
solemnity or a feast, yet the Church ranks its celebration with solemnities of the
Lord and the Blessed Virgin Mary. From the time of the early Church, Christians
have prayed for the dead. St. Augustine wrote, “Neither are the souls of the dead
and pious separated from the Church, which even now is the Kingdom of Christ.
Otherwise there would be no remembrance of them at the altar of God in the
communication of the Body of Christ.”

The Church’s prayer for the dead confirms our belief that we are part of the
Communion of Saints as expressed in the Creed and that we believe there is a
healing and purification after death for the remains of sin. Traditionally, we have
called this condition or process of purification after death Purgatory. In this
process, any temporal punishment remaining for sins committed during life is
satisfied. The Church has always believed that those who are “in Purgatory” can
be assisted by the prayers and good works of the living.

The celebration of All Soul's Day gives us the opportunity to remember and
pray for the dead in an especially focused way. The Church grants an
indulgence, a remission of temporal punishment due to sin, for the Souls in
Purgatory during the Octave of All Saints (November 1-8).

A plenary indulgence, applicable only to the Souls in Purgatory, is granted to
the faithful who on any or each day from November 1-8, devoutly visit a cemetery
and pray, if only mentally, for the departed. A plenary indulgence is also granted
for those who visit a church or oratory on All Soul's Day and recite one Our
Father and the Creed. It is also necessary to fulfill the following conditions: make
a sacramental Confession, receive Holy Communion and pray for the intention of
the Holy Father (no particular prayers are prescribed for the intention of the Holy
Father, one Our Father and one Hail Mary are appropriate). These three
conditions may be fulfilled several days before or after the visit to the Church. A
plenary indulgence can only be acquired only once in the course of the day.

A partial indulgence, applicable only to the Souls in Purgatory, is granted to the
faithful who devoutly visit a cemetery and at least mentally pray for the dead or
who devoutly recite Lauds or Vespers from the Office for the Dead or the prayer
Eternal Rest.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord and let the perpetual light shine upon
them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
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Mission Statement: Guided by the Holy Spirit we strive to live and share the Good News
— of Jesus Christ. As a Catholic Community we welcome, serve, teach, reconcile, give
| comfort and hope in the spirit of St. Valentine.
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Put This On Your
Calendar

onday, October 31°
Halloween
No School or Faith Formation
classes
Tuesday, November 1°*
‘g All Saints Day
Masses, Church — 8:30am
and 7:00pm
Golden Years, School
Meeting Room — 11:00am
Wednesday, November 2™
Parent Club, School Library — 6:30
Baptism Prep Meeting, Parish
Meeting Room — 7:00pm
Thursday, November 3™
Knights of Columbus, School Meeting
Room — 7:00pm
Choir Practice, Church — 7:30pm
RCIA, Parish Meeting Room —
7:00 pm
Friday, November 4™
8™ Grade Confirmation Retreat
Holy Hour, Church following daily
Mass
Saturday, November 5™
Confessions, Church — 3:30pm
Euchre Night, School Meeting Room
— 7:00pm
Sunday, November 6"
Blood Drive
Bible Sharing, Parish Meeting Room
—11:00am
Youth Group, Youth Group Room
after the noon Mass
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Happy Priesthood Sunday,
Bishop Reiss and
Father Suresh!

Together For
Tomorrow
This weekend s
designated as pledge
payment weekend for
our capital campaign.

Thank you in advance for your
continued generosity.




Liturgy Schedule
9y

Maﬂ 9 ntentions

Monday—October 31 Weekday
8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel
All living and deceased members
of St. Valentine Parish
Tuesday— November 1 All
Saints
8:30 a.m. Mass in Church
Edward &Cynthia Martin req. by
John & Bonnie Danic
7:00 p.m. Mass in Church
All living and deceased members
of St. Valentine Parish
Wednesday— November 2 The
Commemoration of all the
Faithful Departed (All Souls)
No Mass at St. Valentine, please
worship at one of the other
Redford Parishes.
Thursday— November 3
Weekday, St. Martin de Porres,
religious
8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel
All living and deceased members
of St. Valentine Parish
Friday—November 4 St. Charles
Borromeo, bishop
8:30 a.m. Mass in Church
The Confirmation Candidates
from St. Valentine Parish
Saturday—November 5
Weekday
5:00 p.m. Chester Senkowski req.
by John & Helen Jakubowicz
All living and deceased members
of St. Valentine Parish
Sunday—November 6 Thirty-
Second Sunday in Ordinary
Time
8:00 a.m. Peggy Altenburg req.
by John & Bonnie Danic
10:00 a.m. Marian Poskitt req. by
The Family
Richard Rydzewski, Walter Ustes
and the healing of Linda and
Viola and Maryann Ustes and
Mary Doherty and all living and
deceased members of the
Guziatek and Makowski
families, a special intention
and for all priests and religious
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et us pray for those who are
il and have asked for our

prayer:

Kathleen Kelly
Joyce Kelly
Josiah Wardrop
Daniel Tinney
Ann Kochish
Rose Marie

Roszkowski
Tom Alderton
Gail Jensen
Aaron Martinuzzi
Sandra Gioia
Kim DeMoss
Sue Fields
Kenneth DeVore
Robert Parcha
Donna Parcha
Joseph Pelot
Bader Michael
Mark Spencer
Mary Silva
Jesse Silva
Mary Cervantes
Walter Ustes
Viola Ustes
Maryann Ustes
Mary Doherty
Melvin Verardi
Centivany Family
Rick Spencer
Kim Hobbel
Jean Toth

Terry Anne
Schultz
Art Kolasa
Shelia Smith
Palani Ammal
Joyce Gac
Rochelle Poli
Scott Smith
Elaine Opalewski
Estelle Therrien
Jack Rein
Maureen
Estermeyer
Helen Jakubowicz
Brian Martinuzzi
Ronnie Edelbrock
Paula Bakken
Bill Neph
Madlene
Slominski
Robert Welsh
Therese Gonzels
Mary Cauzillo
Mildred Barbera
Mary Cerullo
Donny & Suzanne
Willim
Jerome Willim
Joseph Blair
Joyce Rogers
Mari Jose

We offer our deepest sympathy and

prayers to Rick Chrzasz upon the
death of his father, John Chrzasz and
to the family and friends of Jeffrey
Arreola. May all the souls of the
faithful departed through the mercy of
God, rest in peace.

Mass Intentions Continued:
req. by Georgiana Rydzewski
12:00 noon

Ben Snigier req. by The Family

IN MEMORY OF

ALL SOULS

Readings for the Week of
October 30, 2011

Sunday: Mal 1:14b-2:2b, 8-
10/1 Thes 2:7b-9, 13/
Mt 23:1-12

Monday: Rom 11:29-36/Lk
14:12-14

Tuesday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/1 Jn
3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a

Wednesday: Wis 3:1-9/Rom 5:5-11
or 6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40

Thursday: Rom 14:7-12/Lk 15:1-
10

Friday: Rom 15:14-21/Lk
16:1-8

Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-
27/Lk 16:9-15

Next Sunday: Wis 6:12-16/1 Thes

4:13-18 or 4:13-14/Mt
25:1-13
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Wedding Congratulations
Congratulations to Jaclyn Thomas
and Dave Koreigi who were married
on Saturday, October 22nd.
May God Bless you in your married
life. g

Christ

Trunk or Treat Today
3:00 p.m. in the School Parking Lot

Sunday, October 23, 2011

Budgeted amount $ 7,500.00
Actual collected $6,907.10
$ (592.90)
Second Collection for the World
Missions $ 2,089.90
Heating $ 135.00
All Souls $ 5.00

Together for Tomorrow
2011 - 2012 to date  $29,722.71



Mass Time &

Date

Sacristan

Lector
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Servers

Eucharist
Ministers

%ye 3

November 5 Michael Pogoda Mary Buzzell Abby Longacre Patricia Lewis
Saturday 5:00 p.m. John Fitzpatrick Kathleen Bushart Suzanne Lewis
Brady Bushart Joan Martinuzzi
Gabe Torres
Corena Wienczak
Mary K. Courtney
Beau Bushart
November 6 Ron Fron Dan Ryan Ryan Hoyer Hugh Doody
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Rosie Gonzales Paul Schulte Janet Doody
Sean Harkin Marcia Fron
Juanita Benard
November 6 Joy Siedlik Emily Kramer Madison Nuorala Elaine Kramer
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Paul Toth Isadora Baughman Keith Vega
Fiona Baughman Kim Bickley
Barb Wojtaszek
Kathy Gresham
Janet Toppa
Julie Witkowski
November 6 Emma Rust Dan Benard Becca Damuth Madeline Barnauskas
Sunday 12:00 noon Millie Rodolosi Sydney Bauer Tammy Valentine
Matt Lepper Brian Humphry
Carol Humphry
Linda Murzin
Matt Chubb
Abigail Benard
November 12 John Fitzpatrick Anthony Zasuwa Emily Edwards Suzanne Lewis

Saturday 5:00 p.m. Susan Fitzpatrick Marcellus Castleberry | Patricia Lewis
Austin Wilhelmsen Joe Brehm
Tony Silva
Donna Centivany
Christy Centivany
Chris Nowak
November 13 Barbara Pogoda Michael Burden Jami Aikens Bonnie Danic
Sunday 8:00 a.m. John Danic Jimmy Nicola Joan Ricotta
Angie Nicola Frank Zbikowski
Judy Zbikowski
November 13 Michael Stack Shane Perrine Nadia Sexton Maggie Neaton
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Mary Anthony Sonora Sexton Bob Neaton
Rachel Sexton Mary Hobbel
Meg Venn
Mary Suchenek
Dee Loveday
Leslie Benard
November 18 John Dziurgot Joi Zawol Avery Zimmerman Corena Wienczak
Sunday 12:00 noon Bob Zimmerman Paige Kleinknecht Gabe Torres
Shannon Rice Kathy Burnash

Michelle Prowse
Kerry Prowse
Janie Bauer
Gerri Barnauskas

Attention All Ushers

Usher Schedule

Month 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 12:00 noon
November 5 & 6 Jim Nicola Gene Wozniak Ed O'Brien Mike Nowak
Neil Martinuzzi Ron Klassa Sam Barberio Mike Valla
Ken Berini Bob Sexton Jeff Kramer Tony Janisse
Gene Janisse Vince Schenden Chuck Fox Matt Burnash
November 12 & 13 Larry Pennington Bryan Davis Bill McKeever Mike Nowak
Frank Flores Ed Burger Mike McKeever John Murzin
John Black Eileen MacDonell Jamie Olesky Terry Galloway
Beth Jachman Bill Roberts Ted Kozlowski Kathleen Keefe

It is a Joy to Welcome into the
Family of God
Abigail Parker McAuliff
Claire Louise Connolly
Carter Joseph Stram

1

Baptism

Leaders of the Rosary During
the Month of October

October 29 & 30

5:00 Mass Tom Beaudoin
8:00 Mass Peter Williams
10:00 Mass Matt Yokom
12:00 Mass No rosary—Fr.

Suresh’s Installation

Golden Years

The Golden Years meet on
Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. in the School
Meeting Room. We are always
looking for new members to join us for
cards, coffee and conversation.
Please join us on Tuesdays, at 11:00
a.m.

Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 6
Fall Back!
Turn Back the

Z «Clock
{ ~) P
Check Y0ur.
Batteries.

315T SUNDAY IN ORDIMNARY TIME

HOW DO You
GET 50 MANY OF
YOUR YOUNGER
PARISHIONERS
TO COME TO
CONFESSION?

T CHANGED THE
SIENS FROM
"COMNFESSION"
TO “TECH

/ SUPPORT.”

T
|
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From Faith Formation

Next Friday night, all of the St
Valentine Confirmation candidates will
be attending an overnight retreat at
Mariannhill Retreat center, located on
Ann Arbor Trail in Dearborn Heights.
Over thirty students will be attending
this long standing St. Valentine
tradition, as a step towards their
commitment to be confirmed. There
will be pizza, laughter, prayer,
enlightenment, reconciliation, snacks
and very little sleep.

Mariannhill is truly an excellent
location for such a retreat and the
website has this to say:

“The complex in Dearborn Heights,
Michigan, first opened in 1934, and is
still in operation today, even though
St. Bernard's Seminary was closed in
1969 due to a drop in vocations. It
now includes a community house for
the Mariannhill brothers and priests,
an office for printed publications
(where Leaves Magazine is
published), a formation center for
future priests and brothers, and the
Mariannhill Retreat Center.”

Please pray for our students as they
continue their journey in our faith.
They are: Marco Alvarez, Isadora
Baughman, Alexandra Bierkamp,
Eddie Dixon, Addison Donahue,
Brennan Donner, Anna Duda, Anna
Falzon, Gabrielle Feldmann, Kaitlin
Fore, Dylan Gillis, Grace Gluszak,
Sean Harkin, Molly Hoyer, Rose
Kamash, Regina Krajacic, Erik Kuran,

Joseph Martin, Michael McComb,
Nicole Mondoux, Micheal Nalepa,
Angela Nicola, Alexis, Panizzoli,

Hannah Reamer, Shannon Rice,
Brendan Sanders, Jordan Shoemake,
Marissa Torey, Andrew Ward, Jordyn
Wendell, Austin Wilhelmsen, Marie
Williamson and Avery Zimmerman.
Mrs. Lynne O’Brien

[nation

Just a Reminder
There are no Faith Formation
classes on Halloween, October 31st.
Trick or treaters, enjoy yourself and
we will see you next week for classes.

Priesthood Sunday

This year, Priesthood Sunday - a
day to show support for Priests with
prayer, celebration and dialogue -
falls on October 30. Lay people
around the Country will mark the
celebration by showing their
appreciation for the devoted Priests
who serve God’s people with faith and
wisdom. In the Archdiocese of Detroit,
the impact of Priests is obvious. The
metro area has 250 archdiocesan
Priests, and another 201 Priests who
belong to religious orders. They run
our parishes, provide spiritual
direction to schools, universities, and
various other institutions. Most
importantly, they are instrumental in
the key moments of the lives of
Catholics — hearing confession,
officiating at weddings, baptizing,
anointing the sick, presiding at
funerals, and, of course, representing
Christ at the altar at Mass. Thank you
for your prayers, good wishes and
all the support you members of St.
Valentine give me in my ministry.
The best way you can celebrate
this Priesthood Sunday is to attend
Mass and pray earnestly for all the
Priests.

Entrée with Padre
aka
Dinner with Fr. Suresh

The Women’s Club members are
selling raffle tickets after all the
masses to our Entrée with Padre
dinner with Fr. Suresh on November
19th. We appreciate your support
during these economic times and
please know 100% of your monies go
to St. Valentine families in need at
Christmas. If you have a scheduling
conflict, we will be happy to take a
donation! Thank you in advance for

your generosity.
St. Valentine Women’s Club

St. Valentine Vocation Chalice

October 30 Chuck & Rosemary
Fox
November6  Hugh & Jan Doody

Blood Drive

Our blood drive is one week from
today, Sunday, November 6, 2011,
from 8AM to 2PM. Please sign up, we
still need donors, blood supplies are
critical. If you need to contact me to
make an appointment, please call me
on 313 531-3220 or email me at
cgallredcrblooddrive@gmail.com.

Remember stay healthy, eat prior to
donating and drink plenty of fluids,
water and juice are best. For those of
you that are donating a food dish to
feed the Red Cross Staff, please drop
it off before 11AM, in the school
meeting room on November 6th. We
also would like to remind those of you
that have little ones; we will have
babysitting services that day.

If you have any questions regarding
medications, etc., please contact the
Red Cross at 1-866-236-3276, a
nurse will be able to answer your
questions. | strongly suggest that you
make an appointment since | don't
know which policy will be used
regarding walk-in donors. | hope you'll
join me in an effort to make this
another successful blood drive.

Please pray for our success!

Cecilia Gallagher

St. Valentine Red Cross Coordinator

Congratulations—1st Place
Congratulations to our JV Boys
Soccer Team! The team came in 1st

place in their division!

Congratulations to ALL of the
players on this year's team for their
hard work, determination, and great
attitude. A special thank you to the
parents for driving their kids to
practice and to the games. Also a big
thank you to our coaching staff: Larry
Schulte, Joel Graham, and Matt
Chubb you have really helped make

this JV boys program a real success.
Steve Arends
Athletic Director
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October Blanket
& Drive

iy thér Now that Fall is here
= for the it's time to prepare for
Homeless oo 1qer days and nights
to come. Your Christian Service
Commission is collecting blankets for
the many people who, because of
financial hardship, will be left with little
protection against the winter weather
we'll soon be experiencing. This
Blanket Drive will be held throughout
the month of October. Blankets will be
collected at all weekend Masses
(Church entrances) and then
distributed to the Salvation Army.
Please help if you can.

Christian Service Commission

Bl'm ket's

One Day Pilgrimage to Historic
Churches of Detroit

Join the Changing Lives Together
prayer committee on a pilgrimage of
prayer, including Mass with
Archbishop Vigneron. Pilgrims striving
to reignite their passion for God will
depart on buses from Dearborn and
Warren, converging at historic sites of
worship and spiritual learning in
Detroit.

The pilgrimage will include tours of
SS. Peter and Paul Jesuit in
downtown Detroit and Old St. Mary’s
in Greektown. The tour will continue at
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in
Detroit where lunch will be served.
The day will conclude with Saturday
evening Mass at Ste. Anne de Detroit
Church with His Excellency,
Archbishop Allen Vigneron.

Saturday, November 5, 2011

8:00 a.m. boarding, 6:00 p.m. return

Round trip motor coach
transportation will depart from the
Ford Community & Performing Arts
Center in Dearborn and from the
Warren Civic Center in Warren. The
tour will be guided by Bill Worden,
church historian.

Tickets are $40 per person.
Reserve yours today by calling: 313-
565-8888 (ext. 121)

Help For Struggling
Homeowners!

In today’s tough economy many
homeowners are struggling to make
their monthly mortgage payments due
to loss of employment, reduction of
pay, increase in monthly medical
expenses, etc. We are here to help
educate homeowners of their options

and their rights while finding a
workable resolution (i.e. loan
modification, repayment plan,

forbearance, etc.) to their current
situation — thus helping many stay in
their homes. We are familiar with
various programs and arrangements
that lenders are offering and will assist
in determining what is the best course
of action for your family & their
financial future. We will contact your
lender to discuss your situation and
help try to negotiate new payment
options. Best of all our services are
completely FREE and over the last
couple of years have proven effective
in helping many stressed out
homeowners through a difficult period.
National Faith Homebuyers is a non-
profit agency that is certified by
MSHDA & HUD.

For additional information please
contact Linda Miller at 313-378-5418
or email: lindamiller@nationalfaith.org.

All Souls Day

Each November we are encouraged
to remember and pray for the dead.
In celebrating the Feast of All Saints
and Commemoration of All Souls, we
pause to remember our loved ones
and friends who have died and now
share in the promises of heaven. We
think of the well-known holy ones
whose lives inspire us; we think also
of the saints from our own lives, real
people with faults and failings as well
as plenty of love and laughter, people
whose lives we recall and miss.

You can use the All Souls Day
Envelope which was included in last
week’s bulletin to list the names of
people you would like to be
remembered in prayer throughout the
month of November. A list of memorial
names will be printed in the bulletin on
the weekend of November 5/6.
Please PRINT the names clearly to
help avoid spelling mistakes.

Memorial Book of the Dead

The Memorial Books of our relatives
and friends who have gone to their
eternal reward can be found near the
front of the church, next to the
reconciliation rooms. Please feel free
to write in anyone’s name you would
like. We keep the same books year
after year, so there is no need to
repeat any names you might have
enrolled in the past.

Throughout the month of November,
we especially pray for and remember
our deceased relatives and friends.
When you pray, say the names of
your loved ones who have died, then
offer this prayer:

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O
Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed, through
the mercy of God rest in peace.
Amen!”

- h’{\! Frn
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Feather Party

The St. Valentine Men’s Club is
holding its annual Thanksgiving
Feather Party on November 12th. An
evening of fun filled family bingo for all
ages with prize giveaways and raffles,
held in the school's gym. New this
year, along with a jeans day for the
school kids, will be a special bingo
game for both St. Val's school and
Faith Formation kids—a pizza party to
the winner’s class...

Doors open at 5:15 p.m. and games
start at 6:00 p.m. Come hungry as
concessions include Pizza, Hot Dogs,
Chicken Fingers, Sloppy Joes and
more.

Donations are greatly appreciated
(Lions, Pistons, Wings tickets or any
toy) to keep cost down, please contact
committee chairperson, Dennis Bauer
at 313-701-8816.

Fun Run Photos

If you are interested in purchasing
photos from the Fun Run you may
purchase a 3 disc set for $10.00. This
money will go to help families at
Christmas. Please call the Parish
Office at 313-532-4394 to place your
order.
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St. Vincent de Paul -
St. Valentine
Conference
Ahh...here come the
holidays! The vyear is

winding down—with the time change,
the evenings are long and cold and
the holidays color our world for a time.
They are a gift from God who knows
our needs and we need celebrations.
Thank God for them—winter can be a
long and cheerless time. If we’re
jobless, homeless, and worried about
every penny that goes out the door,
the holidays are a problem not a
celebration. Society surrounds us with
material goods, advertisers coerce us
with pictures and recipes for luscious
meals that we're urged to give our
families to make the holidays perfect,
and expensive toys for our Kkids,
young and old! All things that aren’t
very affordable or even desirable and
surely don’'t define what we are
celebrating. Still, we all need to
celebrate Thanksgiving—everyone
has something to be thankful for and
celebrating Christmas is a must. We
can’t make holidays perfect but we
can make them better for our clients.
Our budget doesn'’t stretch too far with
all the demands on it but the
Thanksgiving Day collection comes to
us at the right time and provides us
with much of the means we need. So
please, be generous (as always) with
your contribution to the Thanksgiving
Day collection. There will be
envelopes stuffed into the bulletins
which will be the offering at
Thanksgiving Day Mass. If you can'’t
be there, the envelope will be
available in plenty of time for you to
get it to the rectory. Remember that
“God loves a cheerful giver.”

Our conference continues to study
the “Serving in Hope” manual for our
spiritual reflection. The emphasis this
month was on the importance of the
role of spiritual adviser who in our
case is Deacon Lawrence. He has
given us many insights and we are
thankful for his presence. The other
point of our study this month was the
process of discernment. This will be
extremely helpful to us on Home
Visits. Sometimes, we are baffled with
the problems that our clients face and
it isn’t easy to figure out how we are
going to help. Discernment with its
four point process gives us practical

means to understand and find a way
and to see God’s will and our role in
solving the problem.

The 5™ Annual Telethon for the
Society will be on December 8, 2011
at WXYZ Channel 7. From 5:00 P.M.
until midnight, the phones will be busy
with volunteers accepting generous
people’s pledges. Yeah, Channel 7!
Thank you!

God bless all of you for all you do.
Thank you.

Youth Group Thank You

| would like to thank all the efforts
put into the Coney Lunch last Sunday
afternoon! Thank You to all who came
and donated, hope you all enjoyed
your lunch. It was wonderful to catch
up with old friends and meet new and
old parishioners. | would like to thank
the young adults in the Youth Group
that helped make the lunch a success.
However the lunch would not have
been possible without the help,
support, and generosity of The
Knights of Columbus. The money
raised will help our travels to
Rainbow.

During the holiday season the
Youth Group will selling Merricraft
Florist Gift Cards. The way the cards
work are, buy a card, take into
Merricaft and receive a free bouquet
of flowers once every month for a
whole year! These cards are great for
gifts, or perfect for stocking stuffers!!!
Merricraft is located in Livonia at the
corner of Merriman and Schoolcraft.
Look for more information in the
weeks ahead.

Thanks again for the support of the
Youth Group.

Shannon Daly
P.S. Look for upcoming information
on the Youth Group sponsored “Shop
and Drop” on November 25th.

Girl Scout
Information
Girl Scout and Adult
Volunteer Information and
Registration night,
Tuesday November 1st at the Redford
Township Library, 25320 W. 6 Mile
Road, 2nd Floor, Meeting Rooms A &
B, 6:30pm to 8:00pm. If you do
choose to register that evening there
is a $12 registration fee per person.

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

The King James Bible is four
hundred years old this year. While it is
not an authorized translation for
Catholics, it has had a profound
impact on the English language.
Phrases such as, "A house divided
against itself cannot stand" (Mt 12:25);
"An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth" (Mt 5:38); and "Pearls before
swine" (Mt 7:6), all entered common
parlance in English after the King
James translation was made
available. While many of the phrases
were used in earlier English
translations, it was the King James
Version that actually popularized
many of these sayings. As people
became more familiar with the text,
words employed in the translation
began to appear more frequently as
well.

Today's Gospel passage is the one
that gives rise to the word
"pharisaical." Matthew, who portrays
Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount as
the new lawgiver who enlarges the
law of Moses given at Sinai, takes on
the scribes and the Pharisees. As
Jesus indicates, they sit in the seat of
Moses, but their example is hardly in
line with him. They tie up heavy
burdens for people. They are self-
righteous. They make their
importance felt. They practice strict
observance in externals without
concern for the inner spirit of the law.
They are, in the words of the English
translation, "pharisaical.”

Jesus expects his followers to act in
a different way. As we learned last
week, the law demands love of God
and love of neighbor. And while
external religious acts can indicate an
enduring love of God, no one can
judge the hearts of others in reference
to their prayers. Only God knows an
individual's love of him. But the ways
that one loves a neighbor can be
clearly seen, by one's actions of
charity in caring for the poor, aiding
the sick, and helping the oppressed. It
is clear from the Gospel today that
Jesus expects his followers to be
servants of all.
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