
St. Valentine Church 

Mission Statement: Guided by the Holy Spirit we strive to live and share the Good News 

of Jesus Christ. As a Catholic Community we welcome, serve, teach, reconcile, give 

comfort and hope in the spirit of St. Valentine. 

November 27, 2011 

From the Desk of Fr. Suresh 

Together For 

Tomorrow 

T h i s  w e e k e n d  i s 

designated as pledge 

payment weekend for our 

capital campaign. Thank you in 

advance for  your  cont inued 

generosity. 

Put This On Your 

Calendar 

Monday, November 28

th

    

Manna Soup Kitchen 

Tuesday, November 29

th

      

Golden Years, School 

Meeting Room – 11:00am     

Wednesday, November 

30

th

      

Thursday, December 1

st

         

Knights of Columbus, School 

Meeting Room – 7:00pm RCIA, 

Parish Meeting Room – 7:00 pm 

Practice, Choir, Church– 7:30pm 

Friday, December 2

nd

        

Holy Hour, Church following daily 

Mass 

Saturday, December 3

rd

   

Confessions, Church – 3:30pm 

School Play, Gym – 7:00pm 

Sunday, December 4

th

  

2

nd

 Sunday of Advent 

Bible Sharing, Parish Meeting Room 

– 11:00am 

Youth Group, Youth Group Room 

after the noon Mass 

School Play, Gym – 1:30pm 

Advent Evening Prayer, Chapel – 

5:00pm  

Dear Fellow Parishioner: 

I write to share with you some news about Together in Faith, the pastoral 

planning process affecting every parish in the Archdiocese of Detroit and 

involving about 1,500 volunteers nominated by their pastors. Together in Faith 

has enabled lay leaders throughout southeast Michigan to evaluate their parish 

situations and those of neighboring parishes in an open, collaborative process to 

propose to the Archbishop what should be done to be better stewards of our 

resources and to fulfill our mission – Sharing Christ in and through the Church. In 

many cases, the recommendations coming forth from the planning process will 

involve parishes working more closely together on various priorities, and in some 

cases will result in the clustering or merging of parishes. 

 

These volunteers, including those from your parish, have been meeting in 40 

planning groups comprised of neighboring parishes throughout the Archdiocese. 

Over the past ten months, these planning groups drafted recommendations on 

their ministries and plans for the future. These recommendations were thoroughly 

reviewed by the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council (APC), a group of consulters to 

Archbishop Allen Vigneron who help represent Catholic parishioners in the 

Archdiocese of Detroit. The APC, of which I am the chairman, has made its 

recommendations to Archbishop Vigneron based on the proposed plans received 

from each parish planning group.  

 

The recommended plans focus on how we will, as one Church, manage our 

resources to fulfill our seven mission priorities: Evangelization and Catechesis; 

Christian Service Outreach; Youth and Young Adults; Lay Leadership; 

Stewardship and Administration; Catholic School Education; and Vocations. 

 

It is important that you know what is being considered regarding your parish. In 

this spirit, and to fulfill the Archbishop’s commitment to transparency, the 

planning group recommendations and the subsequent APC recommendations 

will soon be published on the archdiocesan website. This will be the same 

information that Archbishop Vigneron has received.  

 

Please know that the recommendations published on the archdiocesan website 

are not final plans. We share them to keep you, as an active member of your 

parish, aware of the planning process. In the weeks ahead, the Archbishop will 

pray and reflect on these recommendations. He will also meet with archdiocesan 

consultative bodies to discuss the proposed actions. The Archbishop may accept 

the proposed plans in their entirety and may amend others. He will communicate 

his decisions to the entire Archdiocese in early February 2012. 

 

To view the planning group and APC recommendations as well as many other 

details on Together in Faith, please visit: www.AODonline.org/TogetherInFaith. 

Though many decisions remain, I firmly believe our efforts, the Archbishop’s 

leadership, and your faithfulness will lead us to be better, stronger stewards of 

the resources that God has entrusted to us. In all these efforts, I am encouraged 

(Continued on page 5) 

 



Page 2 

St. Valentine Heartline 

L iturgy Schedule 

 Mass Intentions 

Kathleen Kelly 

Joyce Kelly 

Josiah Wardrop 

Daniel Tinney 

Ann Kochish 

Rose Marie  

   Roszkowski 

Tom Alderton 

Gail Jensen 

Aaron Martinuzzi 

Sandra Gioia 

Kim DeMoss 

Sue Fields 

Kenneth DeVore 

Robert Parcha 

Donna Parcha 

Bader Michael 

Mark Spencer 

Mary Silva 

Jesse Silva 

Mary Cervantes 

Viola Ustes 

Maryann Ustes 

Mary Doherty 

Melvin Verardi 

Centivany Family 

Rick Spencer 

Kim Hobbel 

Jean Toth 

Terry Anne    

    Schultz 

Art Kolasa 

Shelia Smith 

Palani Ammal 

Joyce Gac 

Rochelle Poli 

Scott Smith 

Elaine Opalewski 

Estelle Therrien 

Jack Rein 

Maureen   

   Estermeyer 

Helen Jakubowicz 

Brian Martinuzzi 

Ronnie Edelbrock 

Paula Bakken 

Bill Neph 

Madlene      

   Slominski   

Robert Welsh 

Therese Gonzels 

Mary Cauzillo 

Mildred Barbera 

Mary Cerullo 

Donny & Suzanne 

    Willim 

Jerome Willim 

Joseph Blair 

Joyce Rogers 

Mari Jose 

Laura Wojcik 

Ryan Sylvester 

Bill Hartley 

Marion Arsenault 

L 

et us pray for those who are 

ill and have asked for our 

prayer:  

Monday—November 28 Advent 

Weekday 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel 

Gale Napier req. by The Family 

Tuesday— November 29 Advent 

Weekday 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel 

All living and deceased members 

of St. Valentine Parish 

Wednesday— November 30 St. 

Andrew, apostle 

No Mass at St. Valentine, please 

worship at one of the other 

Redford Parishes. 

Thursday— December 1 Advent 

Weekday 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel 

Joseph Malhoit, Jr. req. by Dee 

Loveday 

 Friday—December 2 Advent 

Weekday 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Church   

  Leon Palsani req. by Dee 

Loveday 

Saturday—December 3 St. 

Francis Xavier, priest 

All deceased ushers of St. 

Valentine Parish 

Sunday—December 4 Second 

Sunday of Advent 

8:00 a.m. Patricia Oakes 

req. by Raymond & Mary Ann 

Auger 

All deceased ushers of St. 

Valentine Parish 

Eva & Maria T. Schroth req. by 

The Family 

10:00 a.m. Chester Senkowski 

req. by Mary Tesner 

All deceased ushers of St. 

Valentine Parish 

Richard Rydzewski, Walter Ustes 

and the healing of Linda, Viola 

& Maryann Ustes & Mary 

Doherty and all living and 

deceased members of the  

Guziatek & Makowski families, 

a special intention &  in 

thanksgiving for blessings 

received req. by Georgiana  

St. Valentine Vocation Chalice 

November 27 Michael Burden 

December 4 The Tchozewski 

       Family 

December 11 The Dan Ryan Family 

Sunday, November 20, 2011 

Not available at time of printing 

  

Together for Tomorrow 

2011 – 2012 to date    $36,372.28  

Readings for the Week of 

November 27, 2011 

Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 

  64:2-7/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 

  13:33-37 

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-

  24 

Wednesday: Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-

  22 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-

  27 

Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-

  31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 

  9:35--10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Pt 

  3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 
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We offer our deepest sympathy and 

prayers to Patricia McParlane upon 

the death of her sister, Eileen 

Donovan and to the family and friends 

of Mary June Rose and Frances 

Pastelak. May all the souls of the 

faithful departed through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace. 

Wedding Congratulations 

Congratulations to Stefanie Layher 

and Michael Kandah who were 

married on Saturday, November 19th.  

May God Bless you in your married 

life.  

Mass intentions continued: 

Rydzewski  

12:00 noon All deceased ushers 

of St. Valentine Parish 

All living and deceased members 

of St. Valentine Parish 
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Attention All Ushers 

Golden Years 

The Golden Years meet on 

Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. in the School 

Meeting Room. We are always 

looking for new members to join us for 

cards, coffee and conversation. 

Please join us on Tuesdays, at 11:00 

a.m. 

  

Usher Schedule 

  

Month 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 12:00 noon 

December 3 & 4 Neil Martinuzzi 

Ken Berini 

Gene Janisse 

John Black 

David Nedeau 

Vince Schenden 

Ed O’Brien 

Ron Klassa 

Gene Wozniak 

Chuck Fox 

Bob Sexton 

Frank Tislerics  

Tony Janisse 

Matt Burnash 

Eileen MacDonell 

Kathleen Keefe 

December 10 & 11 Ed Burger 

Bill McKeever 

Mike McKeever 

Beth Jachman 

Tony Haewski 

Ron Fron 

Bryan Davis 

Jamie Olesky 

Jeff Kramer 

Bill Roberts 

Sam Barberio 

Frank Neward 

John Murzin 

Terry Galloway 

Ted Kozlowski 

Mike Valla 

Mass Time & 

Date 

Sacristan Lector Servers Eucharist 

Ministers 

December 3 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Barbara Pogoda Walt Kieltyka 

Joi Zawol 

Emily Edwards 

Ozzy nelson-Pawlik 

Anna Falzon 

Gabe Torres 

Beau Bushart 

Suzanne Mote 

Joan Martinuzzi 

Mary K. Courtney 

Suzanne Lewis 

Patricia Lewis 

December 4 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

Rosie Gonzales Michael Burden 

Dan Ryan 

Jami Aikens 

Austin Wilhelmsen 

Marcellus Castleberry 

Bonnie  Danic 

John Danic 

Juanita Benard 

Marcia Fron 

December 4 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Patrick Gresham Mary Buzzell 

Keith Vega 

Sydney Bauer 

Sean Harkin 

Paul Schulte 

Kathy Gresham 

Janet Toppa 

Julie Witkowski 

Pat Kolasa 

Elaine Kramer 

Dee Loveday 

Mary Hobbel 

December 4 

Sunday 12:00 noon 

Dan Benard Amanda Sanders 

Eileen Kuhl 

Michael McComb 

Madison Nuorala 

David Turner 

Kim Bickley 

Barb Wojtaszek 

Madeline Barnauskas 

Tammy Valentine 

Linda Murzin 

Matt Chubb 

Abigail Benard 

 

December 10 

5:00 p.m. 

Katie Pogoda  Anthony Zasuwa 

Shane Perrine 

Anna Duda 

Zoe Brenner 

Shannon Rice 

Beau Bushart 

Gabe Torres 

Joe Brehm 

Donna Centivany 

Christy Centivany 

Chris Nowak 

Corena Wienczak 

December 11 

8:00 a.m. 

Jim Soter Dan Ryan 

Michael Burden 

Pat  Fox 

Abby Longacre 

Anthony Allen 

Joan Ricotta 

Patty Soter 

Judy Zbikowski 

Frank Zbikowski 

December 11 

10:00 a.m.  

Joy Siedlik Emily Kramer 

Matthew Barnauskas 

Sonora Sexton 

Rachel Sexton 

Nadia Sexton 

Maggie Neaton 

Bob Neaton 

Meg Venn 

Leslie Benard 

Jim Nicola 

Beth Nicola 

Gerri Barnauskas 

December 11 

12:00 noon 

John Fitzpatrick Mary Anthony 

Susan Fitzpatrick 

Paige Kleinknecht 

Fiona Baughman 

Isadora Baughman 

Brian Humphry 

Carol Humphry 

Kathy Burnash 

Michelle Prowse 

Kerry Prowse 

Janie Bauer 

Sandra Valla 

Welcoming the New Translation  

of the Roman Missal 

Eternal God, whose Spirit wove the 

many voices of humankind into one 

tongue of proclamation at Pentecost, 

bless our community of faith as we 

begin the use of this new translation 

of the Roman Missal. Help us faithfully 

to praise your majesty and give 

thanks for your goodness to your 

people. May the words we use, as 

inadequate as they are to express 

your greatness and your love, help us 

to draw closer to you, the source of 

life. May this new translation foster 

true devotion among your people, and 

bind us together in one community of 

faith, always ready to seek your will 

and prepared to serve our brothers 

and sisters in charity and love. We 

ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Page 4 

St. Valentine Heartline 

 

From Faith Formation 

St. Valentine Giving Tree 

St. Valentine will once again be 

participating in the Advent Giving 

Tree. 

The tree will be set up November 

26, through December 11. Items will 

be collected for the following groups:  

Aids Ministry, Right to Life, Salvation 

Army, Capuchins, St. Aloysius  (street 

ministry assisting the homeless, 

working poor and seniors in downtown 

Detroit) and Poinsettias for the shut 

ins of our Parish. 

Please pick a tag from the giving 

tree and support whatever charity you 

would like. 

The members of St. Valentine 

Parish are always so generous. We 

are awed by the amount of gifts 

donated year after year. We really can 

and do make a difference to the 

surrounding communities. Thank You 

The Christian Service Commission 

Evening Prayer On Sundays 

During Advent 

 Our parish will once again offer 

Evening Prayers on each Sunday of 

Advent. 

 Please mark your calendars and 

join your fellow parishioners in this 

opportunity. 

Dates:   Start - November 27 

              End - December 18 

Time:    5pm 

Place:   Chapel located in the school. 

             Use the Dow street entrance. 

Home Advent Devotion 

Historically, the Advent wreath is 

used as a count down to Christmas 

when God gives us his most precious 

gift, his son Jesus Christ. We use 

purple for Advent because it is the 

season of the coming of the King. The 

Advent wreath is a circle, it 

symbolizes eternity, and is a reminder 

that God has no beginning nor end. 

The evergreen is a symbol of eternal 

life and a reminder that God is 

unchangeable. The purple Advent 

candles represent: hope, love and 

peace the pink candle represents joy. 

On the first Sunday in Advent we 

pray: Lord God, we light this candle to 

thank you for your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, who is the light of the 

world. We who have sat in darkness 

have seen a great light, the light of 

Jesus Christ, our salvation. We give 

you thanks and praise in Jesus’ name, 

because he lives and reigns with you 

in your glory, and in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Soup Kitchen News 

Once again, we will travel together 

down to Manna Meal Soup Kitchen 

where we will  help prepare and serve 

food and clean up afterwards. If you 

are looking for a rewarding Christian 

Service, this is it. Please meet in the 

church parking lot near Beech Daly 

Road, this Monday morning. We leave 

at 8 am sharp! Call Ed or Margaret 

Burger 313-533-8538 for more 

information. We will return by noon. 

Happy Beginning of Advent! I love 

advent; I love the season leading up 

until Christmas. It seems to be full of 

glitter, sparkle and familiar holiday 

music. Although the days are shorter, 

it somehow seems to be warmer and 

brighter with all of the holiday lights 

and candles. 

In anticipation of the upcoming 

season I ventured up to a huge 

gigantic Christmas store that claims to 

be “one of the largest Christmas 

Stores in the world”. It was definitely 

full of stuff! They seemed to have it 

all. Anything you can imagine in an 

ornament they had: rainbow glittered 

pineapples on tree hooks, bulbs with 

deer antler sticking out of them and 

team logo ornaments all around, but I 

was really excited to find back in a 

corner, on a plant stand of a table, the 

advent candles. There was no pomp 

and circumstance around these rather 

inconspicuous ordinary looking 

candles – no huge sign with lights 

announcing “here are the Advent 

candles”, just a table with white boxes 

full of candles. If you weren’t looking, 

you probably wouldn’t have even 

noticed them.  Three purple and one 

pink candle.    

The colors are symbolic. Purple is 

the color of advent as well as lent, 

pointing to the connection between 

the birth and the death of the Savior. 

Advent was originally a time of fasting 

and penance, similar to lent and they 

shared the same colors, with the pink 

candle lit on the third Sunday 

s ign i f y i ng  t he  ch an ge  f rom 

penitenceto hope and anticipation.  

Things have somewhat changed 

and the emphasis is not so much on 

penitence and fasting as it is on 

feasting and shopping.  The beginning 

of the Christmas season is marked by 

“black Friday” in the secular world, 

whereas we have the first Sunday of 

Advent and our purple candle. We do 

have our traditions, our advent wreath 

or maybe a calendar. We have our 

songs, an empty manger scene, the 

Jesse tree, St Nicholas day. These 

are our traditions, ones that we share 

with our children and pass from one 

generation to the next. And so we light 

our first purple candle, the color of 

royalty to welcome the Advent of the 

King. 



St. Valentine Heartline 

Page 5 

Have You Been Thinking About 

God Lately? 

Perhaps this is a special time of life 

for you. Renew your inner life at our 

parish weekend retreat for men on 

January 13-15, 2012. The retreat 

theme this year is “Are We There 

Yet?” You’ll be amazed how much the 

retreat will help you find God in your 

daily experience and what peace this 

awareness can bring you. Call in your 

reservation now. John Danic at 734-

420-0610 or the Retreat Center at 313

-535-9563. 

Attention All Ushers 

Mass coverage for the Feast Of The 

Immaculate Conception and the 

upcoming Christmas and New Years 

holidays will once again be done 

through “sign-up”. Beginning this 

weekend, sign-up  sheets are located 

on the Usher Room door. Please stop 

and sign-up for the Masses you can 

help usher. Thanks in advance. 

Remembrance Masses For 

Deceased ushers 

The Mass Intentions at all weekend 

Masses on December 3

rd

 and 4

th

, will 

include a request to remember our 

St. Valentine’s deceased ushers. 

The bulletin that weekend will 

contain a special insert - listing their 

names. Please keep them in your 

prayers. 

Reminder To All Ushers 

Mass coverage for the upcoming 

Christmas and New Year holidays is 

once again being done through 

voluntary sign-up. 

***HAVE YOU SIGNED UP YET*** 

If you haven’t done so, please stop 

at the Usher Room; see the sheets 

posted on the door; and sign-up for 

the Masses you can help usher. 

Thanks for your support. 

Thank You from St. Vincent de 

Paul Society 

Dear Fr. Suresh,  

Thank you for the approximately 

$22,000 contributed by St. Valentine 

Church to the St. Valent ine 

Conference of the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul during our 2010-2011 

fiscal year (October 2010 to 

September 2011).  

S t .  V a l e n t i n e  p a r i s h i o n e r s 

contr ibuted f inancial ly to our 

Conference through the second 

collection, the Thanksgiving Day 

Mass, the Poor Box, and individual 

donat ions .  Par ish ioners a lso 

contributed through donations of 

appliances, clothing, food, and 

furniture. These contributions made it 

possible for us to help St. Valentine 

parishioners and neighbors with 

appliances, beds, bus tickets, 

clothing, food, funeral expenses, 

furniture, gasoline, rent, storage bills, 

and utility bills. These contributions 

also made it possible for us to support 

the spiritual development of our 

members, provide religious books in 

the vestibule of St. Valentine Church, 

provide support for neighboring 

Conferences, provide support for 

disaster relief, and provide support for 

the work of the Archdiocesan Council 

of Detroit, including the summer 

camps.  

Some highlights of our 2010-2011 

fiscal year include the following:  

 We responded to about 100 

requests for assistance and provided 

help to more than 300 people. The 

majority of our responses were 

performed through home visits, the 

core work of the Society of St. Vincent 

de Paul.  

 Similar to previous years, the 

majority of our financial support was 

for rent and utility bills.  

 We provided food from the St. 

Valentine food pantry to 34 families 

including more than 100 people.  

 We provided referral information to 

65 families including more than 230 

people.  

 We sponsored 6 children in the 

Archdiocesan Council of Detroit 

summer camp program.  

 Ou r  membersh ip  rema ined 

relatively stable at 15 active members 

and 5 associate members.  

Thanks to your support, the St. 

Valentine Conference strives to serve 

our neighbors and to preserve the 

dignity of individuals and families. We 

also strive to grow spiritually as we 

respond to needs through person-to-

person contact.  

Thank you and God bless you.  

John Fitzpatrick  

President, St. Valentine Conference  

Box Tops  

for Education Program 

For the 2011-2012 school year, the 

St. Valentine Teachers and Staff are 

asking you for your support to collect 

30,000 Box Tops For Education 

labels to earn $3,000.00 towards 

“smart boards” for our classrooms.  

Smart boards are phenomenal tools 

that are quickly replacing traditional 

whiteboards/blackboards. Smart 

boards can be used for presentations 

created by students or teachers; 

digital storytelling; brainstorming; 

d ia g r amming  ac t i v i t i es ;  an d 

reinforcing skills by using on-line 

interactive web sites. What an easy 

way to raise the required funds by 

simply purchasing products that you 

would normally buy and then cutting 

out the box top label.  

If you would like to help, please 

send your box top labels to the school 

or the parish office. We appreciate 

your help. 

by the words of Saint Paul: “I am 

confident of this, that the one who 

began a good work in you will 

continue to complete it until the day of 

Christ Jesus.” 

I encourage you t 

o speak with your pastor and your 

parish planning group representatives 

regarding Together in Faith – you can 

contact your parish office to get in 

touch with them. If you have 

questions, please call 313-237-5971 

or email TogetherInFaith@aod.org. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Edward (Chip) Miller 

Chairman, Archdiocesan Pastoral 

Council 

(Continued from page 1) 
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1st Sunday of Advent 

Although these reflections usually 
focus on the Gospels, during the 
Advent/Christmas season this year, 
we'll turn to the first reading, which 
generally comes from the prophet 
Isaiah. Biblical scholars have long 
recognized that the Book of the 
Prophet Isaiah comes out of three 
different historical periods of the 
people of Israel. The first part 
(chapters 1-39) was written in the 
years before the Exile in Babylon. The 
inhabitants of Jerusalem were well off, 
confident, and self-reliant. Worship of 
God was an afterthought. Chapters 40
-55 were written during the Exile, 
which lasted from 587 BC to 538 BC. 
This section of Isaiah is filled with 
words of comfort and consolation. The 
final part of Isaiah (chapters 56-66) 
was composed after the return to 
Jerusalem and includes some of the 
most hopeful writing in the Old 
Testament, with promises of a new 
heaven and a new earth. 

It's little wonder that the church turns 
to the latter part of Isaiah during the 
Advent/Christmas season, when we 
celebrate the birth of the Savior who is 
the fulfillment of all our longing. 

Much was made earlier this year of 
the prognostications of radio preacher 
Harold Camping who suggested that 
the world would end on May 21. Some 
people were so caught up in his 
prediction that they stopped working 
and spent their time spreading the 
message of judgment day. Camping's 
message resonated with those who 
were looking for certainty in a very 
uncertain world. 

The writer of the third part of Isaiah 
had to contend with the same thing. 
The Jewish people had just returned 
to Jerusalem after fifty years of 
captivity. Their city was in ruins, and 
their future was unsure. Isaiah 
proclaimed that they should focus on 
the Lord, and at the same time rebuild 
their city. It is that balance of the 
heavenly and the worldly that we must 
especially strive for at this time of year 
in our own culture. 
�
�
�
�
�
©2011 Liturgical Publications Inc�

St. Vincent de Paul – 

St. Valentine 

Conference 

Thanksgiving Day is a 
gift from our loving God 

who wants us to take time to enjoy our 
family, have a great meal and relax for 
a while. Our hope is that all of our 
clients were able to do the same. 
Thanks to your generosity at the 
Thanksgiving Day mass; Christmas 
will be another wonderful day for 
some of them. It will be a few weeks 
before we have the final total from the 
collection and when we do, we will 
share—so you’ll know how vital your 
contributions are to the work of the 
Lord here at St Valentine. 

We are busy busy busy! It seems a 
day doesn’t go by when there aren’t 
three or four requests for help, mostly 
with DTE bills. We are praying that the 
funds for assistance will soon be 
released and we’ll be able to give 
much more support. It’s cold out there 
and we want to heat up those homes. 
Pray with us that the people who 
decide these things will come to a 
determination soon. If you’re so 
inclined, give your state legislators a 
call, or write them an e-mail to 
encourage the process along. Go to 
www.michigan.gov, enter your zip 
code to find your representative, and 
when the comment box comes up, 
ask them to “get going”! Our food 
pantry is well-stocked, thanks to you 
all and Keith Vega, so at the very 
least we will always have bags of food 
to give away. 

The early darkness reminds us that 
Advent is here and preparations for 
Christmas are upon us.  Advent is a 
beaut i fu l  season—ponder the 
message and enjoy the preparations!  
God bless you all. 

Sharing the Light 

From Archbishop Vigneron 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
It has been more than 15 years 

since the former St. John's Provincial 
Seminary in Plymouth Township was 
redeveloped as the St. John's Center 
for Youth and Family, which later 
became the Retreat Center at St. 
John's.  

Unfortunately, the Retreat Center 
did not experience the volume of 
usage that was initially envisioned, 
and operations were suspended by 
the Archdiocese in November 2009. 
The hotel, conference center, and golf 
course at St. John's are doing well 
and generating revenue sufficient for 
capital and maintenance expenses at 
the complex including upkeep at the 
idled Retreat Center.  

While the Archdiocese has not 
subsidized general operations at the 
former seminary since late 2009, 
archdiocesan support continues for a 
very active Catholic wedding ministry 
at St. John's, in addition to regular use 
of the St. John's chapel for Sunday 
evening Mass and other occasions.  

T h e  A r c h d i o c e s e  i n v e s t e d 
approximately  $30 mi l l ion in 
renovations and construction to 
repurpose to the former seminary. An 
additional $25.3 million was allocated 
to the Retreat Center and for several 
archdiocesan youth and family 
ministries operated from the St. John's 
center including marriage preparation 
and marriage support programs.  

The Archdiocese continues to own 
the land and structures at St. John's 
except for The Inn at St. John's 
building, which was built with private 
funds.  

St. John's was redeveloped with 
good intentions in a better economy. 
We are now evaluating options to 
repurpose the former Retreat Center 
to advance our mission of sharing 
Christ in and through the Church and 
to enhance the revenue earning 
capacity of operations at the complex.  

I encourage you to learn more about 
the past, present, and future of St. 
John's. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

The Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron 

Archbishop of Detroit  

A Family Perspective 

by Bud Ozar 

�Today’s Gospel tells us to “Be 
watchful.” This comes natural to 
families. Parents are watchful of their 
children’s health, grades and friends. 
Children are watchful of parental 
moods. Today’s Gospel encourages 
us to use this ability to see God acting 
in the innocence, tenderness, love 
and forgiveness of your family.“Be 
watchful,” the Lord is already with you. 


