Sfrom the Jesk of fr. QBuresh

As we enter into the 3rd week of Advent, let us remember to prepare our hearts
for the coming of our Savior. Also to be mindful we are not perfect and to
continue to improve our relationship with Jesus and those around us. In this
regard | would like to share a story.

When | was a kid, my Mom liked to make breakfast food for dinner every now
and then. And | remember one night in particular when she had made breakfast
after a long, hard day at work. On that evening so long ago, my Mom placed a
plate of eggs, sausage and extremely burned biscuits in front of my dad. |
remember waiting to see if anyone noticed!

Yet all my dad did was reach for his biscuit, smile at my Mom and ask me how
my day was at school. | don't remember what | told him that night, but | do
remember watching him smear butter and jelly on that ugly burned biscuit. He ate
every bite of that thing... never made a face nor uttered a word about it!

When | got up from the table that evening, | remember hearing my Mom
apologize to my dad for burning the biscuits. And I'll never forget what he said:
"Honey, | love burned biscuits every now and then."

Later that night, | went to kiss Daddy good night and | asked him if he really
liked his biscuits burned. He wrapped me in his arms and said, "Your Momma put
in a hard day at work today and she's real tired. And besides - a little burned
biscuit never hurt anyone!"

As I've grown older, I've thought about that many times. Life is full of imperfect
things and imperfect people. I'm not the best at hardly anything, and | forget
birthdays and anniversaries just like everyone else. But what I've learned over
the years is that learning to accept each other’s faults - and choosing to celebrate
each other’s differences - is one of the most important keys to creating a healthy,
growing, and lasting relationship.

And that's my prayer for you today.... that you will learn to take the good, the
bad, and the ugly parts of your life and lay them at the feet of God. Because in
the end, He's the only One who will be able to give you a relationship where a
burnt biscuit isn't a deal-breaker!

Advent Penance Service and Individual Confessions

Our Advent Penance service will be held at St. Valentine Church together with
Our Lady of Loretto on Wednesday, December 21% at 7 pm. Individual
confessions will follow immediately after the short penance service. There will be
guest priests available for confessions. Please make use of this opportunity to
attend the service and then to make a good individual confession.

Advent Prayer Service
Please join us in the Church this evening at 5:00 pm for Advent Evening Prayer.
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Mission Statement: Guided by the Holy Spirit we strive to live and share the Good News
of Jesus Christ. As a Catholic Community we welcome, serve, teach, reconcile, give
comfort and hope in the spirit of St. Valentine.

D Put This On Your

E Calendar
Monday, December 12th
Worship Commission,

E Parish Office Meeting Room

M: 6:30pm
Tuesday, December 13th
Golden Years, School

E Meeting Room — 11:00am

R Reconciliation for the School
Children, Church — 12:45pm

School Advisory Committee, Library

7pm

Wednesday, December 14th

St. Vincent de Paul Conference

Meeting, Parish Office Meeting Room

7:00pm

Thursday, December 15th

RCIA, Parish Office Meeting Room —

7:00 pm

Choir Practice, Church — 7:30pm

Friday, December 16th

Saturday, December 17th

Basketball Games, Gym and School

Meeting Room — all day

Confessions, Church — 3:30pm

Sunday, December 18th

4th Sunday of Advent

Youth Group, Youth Group Room

after the noon Mass

Advent Evening Prayer, Chapel —

5:00pm

Children’s Offertory Procession

We would like to encourage children
to participate in the offertory
procession with food of their choice
for the poor at the noon Mass.

St. Valentine Vocation Chalice
December 11 The Dan Ryan Family
December 18 Bob & Linda Rybka
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Liturgy Schedule
9y

Maﬂ 9 ntentions

Monday—December 12 Our
Lady of Guadalupe
8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel
Ruth Kosinski req. by Rick Bartel
& Family
Tuesday— December 13 St.
Lucy, virgin and martyr
8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel
Peggy Altenburg req. by Mary
Tesner
Wednesday— December 14 St.
John of the Cross, priest and
doctor of the Church
No Mass at St. Valentine, please
worship at one of the other
Redford Parishes.
Thursday— December 15
Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel
Charles McAllister req. by Mr. &
Mrs. Charles Payne
Friday—December 16 Advent
Weekday
8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel
St. Valentine children and their
families
Saturday—December 17 Late
Advent Weekday
Thomas Gostomski req. by Frank
& Norann Gostomski
Eileen Donovan req. by The
McParlane Family
Chet Senkowski req. by The
Steiner Family
Sunday—December 18 Fourth
Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. Oscar Bourgeois req.
by The Danic Family
Patricia Oakes req. by John &
Bonnie Danic
10:00 a.m. Marian Poskitt req. by
The Family
Ann Kavanaugh req. by Mike &
Katie McEvoy
All living and deceased members
of the Terry Lafferty families
req. by The Family

Richard Rydzewski, Walter Ustes

and the healing of Linda, Viola
& Maryann Ustes & Mary

St Valentine Heartline

et us pray for those who are
il and have asked for our

prayer:

Kathleen Kelly
Joyce Kelly
Josiah Wardrop
Daniel Tinney
Ann Kochish
Rose Marie
Roszkowski
Tom Alderton
Gail Jensen
Aaron Martinuzzi
Sandra Gioia
Kim DeMoss
Sue Fields
Kenneth DeVore
Robert Parcha
Donna Parcha
Bader Michael
Mark Spencer
Mary Silva
Jesse Silva
Mary Cervantes
Viola Ustes
Maryann Ustes
Mary Doherty
Melvin Verardi
Centivany Family
Rick Spencer
Kim Hobbel
Jean Toth
Terry Anne
Schultz
Art Kolasa
Shelia Smith

Palani Ammal
Joyce Gac
Rochelle Poli
Scott Smith
Elaine Opalewski
Estelle Therrien
Jack Rein
Maureen
Estermeyer
Helen Jakubowicz
Brian Martinuzzi
Bill Neph
Madlene
Slominski
Robert Welsh
Therese Gonzels
Mary Cauzillo
Mildred Barbera
Mary Cerullo
Donny & Suzanne
Willim
Jerome Willim
Joseph Blair
Joyce Rogers
Mari Jose
Laura Wojcik
Ryan Sylvester
Bill Hartley
Marion Arsenault
William Collins
Margaret Leggett
Douglas Wree

We enjoy hearing the good news of
recovery and extend our deepest

sympathy to

those who have

departed. Please contact the parish
office 313-532-4394 for any changes.

Doherty and all living and
deceased members of the
Guziatek & Makowski families,
a special intention & in
thanksgiving for blessings
received req. by Georgiana

Rydzewski

12:00 noon All living and
deceased members of St.
Valentine Parish

Readings for the Week of
December 11, 2011

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1
Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-
8, 19-28

Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv
11:19a; 12:1-63,
10ab/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk
1:39-47

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt
21:28-32

Wednesday: |Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21Db-
25/Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Lk 7:24-30

Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Jn
5:33-36

Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-
17

Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12,

14a, 16/Rom 16:25-
27/Lk 1:26-38

©Liturgical Publications Inc

Prayer List Announcement
As in the past, in January we will
begin a new prayer list. All of the
names will be taken off. If you would
like your name or that of a loved one
to remain on, please call the parish
office at 313-532-4394. Thank you

Sunday, December 4, 2011

Budgeted amount $ 7,500.00
Actual collected $7.873.08

$ 373.08
Second Collection $ 774.42
Advent Books $ 97.00

Christmas Flower Offering

$ 378.00
Heating $ 20.00
Immaculate Conception

$ 40.00
Retirement for Religious

$ 45.00

Together for Tomorrow
2011 — 2012 to date - $38,707.11



Mass Time &

Date

Sacristan

Lector

St Valentine Heartline

Servers

Eucharist
Ministers

%ge 3

December 17 Michael Pogoda Walt Kieltyka Kellianne Ferrara Elaine Kramer
5:00 p.m. Paul Toth Ravyn Clanton Patricia Lewis
Marie Williamson Suzanne Lewis
Mary K. Courtney
Joan Martinuzzi
Suzanne Mote
Tony Silva
December 18 Barbara Pogoda John Danic Emily Edwards Bonnie Danic
8:00 a.m. Rosie Gonzales Brianna Burdick Vince Schenden
Ryan Hoyer Hugh Doody
Janet Doody
December 18 Michael Stack Eileen Kuhl Brendan Sanders Mary Hobbel
10:00 a.m. Amanda Sanders Angie Nicola Dee Loveday
Jimmy Nicola Pat Kolasa
Julie Witkowski
Janet Toppa
Kathy Gresham
Mary Suchenek
December 18 Emma Rust Millie Rodolosi Becca Damuth Matt Chubb
12:00 noon Bob Zimmerman Avery Zimmerman Linda Murzin
Matt Lepper Tammy Valentine
Madeline Barnauskas
Barb Wojtaszek
Kim Bickley
Keith Vega
Christmas Eve Sean Harkin Hannah Reamer Becca Damuth Bonnie Danic
December 24 Anna Duda Isadora Baughman Kathleen Bushart John Danic
:00 p.m. Brady Bushart Patricia Lewis
Children’s Mass Suzanne Lewis
Patty Soter
Jim Soter
Christmas Eve Kathy Gresham Eileen Kuhl Sonora Sexton Kathy Gresham
December 24 Caitlin Ploch
6:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Michael Stack Paul Toth Nadia Sexton Dan Benard
December 24 Dan Benard Rachel Sexton Leslie Benard
10:00 p.m. Abby Benard
Christmas Day Michael Burden Brian Humphry
1D(t)a%t?)mber 25 Rosemarie Gonzales Carol Humphry
:00 a.m.

Advent Penance Service and
Individual Confessions

Our Advent Penance service will be
held at St. Valentine Church together
with Our Lady of Loretto on
Wednesday, December 21 at 7 pm.
Individual confessions will follow
immediately after the short penance
service. There will be guest priests
available for confessions. Please
make use of this opportunity to attend
the service and then to make a good
individual confession.

Dear Father Suresh and members
of Saint Valentine Parish
Community,

A special note of thanks for
providing the bag lunches for our
guests that we have housed and
served this past week at St Robert
Bellarmine Parish. St Valentine Parish
has been a partner and an integral
part of this programs success since its
beginning thirteen years ago. Without
this assistance it would be very
difficult for us to provide those who
find themselves without a place to call
home; a warm meal, and a safe and
secure environment in which to sleep.

This Advent season let us truly give
thanks for God’s incredible love, and
strive to fervently live out our Lord’s
Gospel message.

We wish you a very happy, holy and
blessed Christmas.

Your brothers and sisters in Christ,

St. Robert Bellarmine Parish
Community

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Attention Al Ushers

Usher Schedule

ITS A WHAT'S 50 GREAT
GREAT WORLD ABOUT IT? WE

&OD MADE, SURE HAVE MADE
AMESS OF IT.

ISNTIT?

Month 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 12:00 noon

December 17 & 18 Gene Janisse Bob Sexton Matt Burnash John Murzin
Ken Berini Ron Klassa Tom Beaudoin Kathleen Keefe
Neil Martinuzzi David Nedeau Gene Wozniak Tony Janisse
Larry Pennington Steve Gierak Ed O'Brien Mike Nowak

December 24 & 25 4:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. 10:00 p.m. 10.00 a.m.
Jeff Burgio Ed Burger Bryan Davis Ron Klassa
Frank Flores Gene Janisse Kathleen Keefe Mike Nowak
Beth Jachman Bill McKeever Bob Sexton Vince Schenden

Neil Martinuzzi

Mike McKeever

Help Needed

Gene Wozniak

WHAT'S 50 GREAT
IS5, WE GET TO
BE ON &0D'S
CLEAN-UP CREW!
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From Faith Formation

Tomorrow, December 12 is the feast
of Our Lady of Guadalupe also known
as the Virgin of Guadalupe. The Virgin
of Guadalupe is considered the
Patroness of Mexico and the
Continental Americas; she is also
venerated by Native Americans, on
the account of the devotion calling for
the conversion of the Americas.

“According to tradition, on December
9, 1531 Juan Diego, a simple
indigenous peasant, had a vision of a
young woman while he was on a hill in
the Tepeyac Desert, near Mexico City.
The lady told him to build a church
exactly on the spot where they were
standing. He told the local bishop,
who asked for some proof. He went
back and had the vision again. He told
the lady that the bishop wanted proof,
and she said "Bring the roses behind
you."Turning to look, he found a rose
bush growing behind him. He cut the
roses, placed them in his poncho and
returned to the bishop, saying he had
brought proof. When he opened his
poncho, instead of roses, there was
an image of the young lady in the
vision.

Our Lady came to offer faith, hope
and consolation to the oppressed
natives of Mexico and to reconcile
them with their Spanish rulers. She
put an end to the bloody human
sacrifice of the Aztec Indians and
converted them to the Catholic faith.

Today, the icon is displayed in the
nearby Basilica of Guadalupe, now
one of the most visited Catholic
shrines in the world. The Virgin of
Guadalupe is Mexico's most popular
religious and cultural image, with the
tittes "Queen of Mexico, "Empress of
the Americas" and "Patroness of the
Americas"

Words of Our Lady of Guadalupe:
"Listen, my son, to what | tell you now:
Do not be troubled nor disturbed by
anything; do not fear illness nor any
other distressing occurrence, nor pain.
Am | not your mother? Am | not life
and health? Have | not placed you on

my lap and made you my
responsibility? Do you need anything
else?"

Hail, (@] Virgin of
Guadalupe ,Empress of Americal
Keep forever under your powerful
patronage the purity and integrity of
Our Holy Faith on the entire American
continent.” — Pope Pius XIlI (Please
pray three Hail Mary's — one each for
North, Central and South America.)...
Prayer in Time of Temptation — In
obedience to the Immaculate
Conception, | command you, every
unclean spirit, to depart, cease your
attacks on us, our family, business,
surroundings, and on those for whom
we pray. In the Name of Jesus |
command you into the deep pit. (Make
the sign of the cross three times.)

Bake Sale Today December 11
The Faith Formation and the 8th
graders earning Christian Service
hours from our Monday night Faith
Formation classes will be sponsoring
a Bake Sale today on December 11
after all the Masses. All proceeds will
benefit families in our parish. Please
support this service project.
Mrs. Lynne O’Brien

Home Advent Devotion

Light two purple candles and one
pink candle.

Lord God, we light this candle to
thank you for your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, who brings us great joy.
We who have walked in the shadow of
the valley of death have found life in
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We
give you thanks and praise in Jesus’
name, because he lives and reigns
with you in your glory, and in the unity
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Men's Club News

Please join us for the Men's Club
meeting this Wednesday, December
21st at 8:00pm in the School Meeting
Room. All men of the parish and
school are welcome. Booster club
tickets are still available. The first
drawing will be at this meeting. Please
purchase a ticket and help support the
sports and scouting programs at St.
Valentine School. Booster club tickets
make a great Christmas gift, 13
winners are drawn each month from
December to May. For more
information please contact Men's Club
president Pat Falzon at 313-533-8471

or email pjf1 @att.net

Thank You
Dear Fr. Suresh and Parishioners,

| received a check from the
Propagation of the Faith office of
Detroit, Ml in the amount of
$1,755.62. We greatly appreciate the
generosity of the people of St
Valentine Church in response to the
mission appeal given by Fr. Antonio
Abuan.

Thanks for the opportunity to bring
the awareness of our Church’s
Mission to the people of St. Valentine
and to bring their love and support to
the needy of the mission countries
served by the Missionaries of Our
Lady of La Salette.

Sincerely yours in our Lord and Lady,

Rev. Thomas Vellappallil, M.S.
Exec. Director

Evening Prayer On Sundays
During Advent

Our parish will once again offer
Evening Prayers on each Sunday of
Advent.

Please mark your calendars and
join your fellow parishioners in this
opportunity.

Dates: December 11 and
December 18

Time: 5pm

Place: Chapel located in the school.
Use the Dow street entrance.

w6
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Adopt a Family

Please think about helping out a
family at Christmas this year. Each
year, the Department of Parish Life
and Services sponsors an Adopt a
Family program that enables
individuals and parishes to assist
families struggling to make ends
meet.

Parishes and Catholic social service
agencies submit stories about local
families who are in need. These
families reside in every county of the
archdiocese and represent every age
and ethnic origin. They are screened
by the sponsoring parishes and
agencies and are identified by number
to remain confidential.

The Adopt a Family list was
published in the November 4th and
November 18th issues of The
Michigan Catholic. 1t also is available
via the Internet at www.aodonline.org/
AdoptAFamily. All the funds collected
will be distributed through the
sponsor, not directly by the
Archdiocese of Detroit. Donors may
request their gift be given to a specific
family or evenly split between all
families. For more details, call 313-
237-4696.

Persons wishing to participate in the
Adopt a Family program should make
checks payable to the Department of
Parish Life and Services and send
them to: Archdiocese of Detroit,
Department of Parish Life & Services,
305 Michigan Avenue, 10™ Floor,
Detroit, Ml 48226.

Include your name and address if
you would like an acknowledgement
for tax purposes. One may also
donate by credit card (Visa, MC,
Discover, American Express) on the
Web.

Get Away For a
Weekend
Men, sign up for our parish
retreat at St. Paul's Retreat
Center on the weekend of
January 13-15, 2012. The
retreat theme this year is

“Are We There Yet?” with quiet
surroundings, spacious grounds,
provocative talks, you’ll return

refreshed, perhaps with a whole new
outlook. Call John Danic 734-420-
0610 or the Retreat Center at 313-535
-9563.

Box Tops
for Education Program

For the 2011-2012 school year, the
St. Valentine Teachers and Staff are
asking you for your support to collect
30,000 Box Tops For Education
labels to earn $3,000.00 towards
“smart boards” for our classrooms.
Smart boards are phenomenal tools
that are quickly replacing traditional
whiteboards/blackboards. Smart
boards can be used for presentations
created by students or teachers;
digital storytelling; brainstorming;
diagramming activities; and
reinforcing skills by using on-line
interactive web sites. What an easy
way to raise the required funds by
simply purchasing products that you
would normally buy and then cutting
out the box top label.

If you would like to help, please
send your box top labels to the school
or the parish office. We appreciate
your help.

-

EP_!,,”I.;"‘Z]'I
[Eamncashior.outschoolll

Right To Life—Lifespan

Did you know? A young unmarried
woman became pregnant and gave
birth to the Savior of the world—Jesus
Christ. She is the model for all of us,
especially those experiencing an
unplanned pregnancy. She is a
perfect example of accepting and
following the will of God for her life.
Lifespan wishes each of you a
beautiful and blessed Christmas and
may your new year be filled with love,
peace and good health.

We also thank you for purchasing
the Right To Life Christmas cards.

Merry Christmas!

Retired Religious Need Your
Support

By 2019, it is projected that retired
religious will outhumber wage earning
religious by nearly four to one. Your
gift to the Retirement Fund for
Religious helps ensure that elderly
Catholic sisters, brothers, and
religious order priests receive the care
they so richly deserve, now and in the
future. Please give generously to
today’s second collection.

Our Lady of Loretto Invitation
Taize Prayer

On December 11" at 7 pm, the OLL
Worship Commission invites you to
spend an hour in prayer and reflection
in the tradition of Taizé Prayer. This
ecumenical Christian tradition was
started in 1940 in the village of Taize,
France by Frére Roger. The Taizé
community became a popular
pilgrimage place among the youth
during the 1960s, and their form of
prayer, meditative song, and reflection
has been popularized around the
world. While the community is not
strictly a Catholic community, it has
been visited by Blessed Pope John
Paul Il and received a blessing from
Pope Benedict XVI. It is catholic from
the perspective of being a universal
Christian prayer community. The
music which we will be singing
emphasizes simple phrases often
repeated and/or sung in cannon. The
atmosphere of the prayer group is
often enhanced with lots of candles
for prayer held in the evening as well
as icons placed in the sanctuary to
help with a point of reflection. This
time of prayer and reflection is an
excellent opportunity for the OLL
community to prepare for the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Hope to see
you there. For more information, see
http://www.taize.fr/en

LraanRBeaning
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St. Vincent de Paul —
St. Valentine
Conference

November’'s meeting

statistics were  pretty
much as we expected. Requests for
DTE assistance and rent are the
majority of cries for help. Between
October 11" and November 9" (the
November meeting date), we had 10
requests for DTE help, either with shut
-off notices or overdue bills. We were
able to lend a hand to most of them
and the rest were referred to DHS and
THAW. Both DHS and THAW are
usually able to get the heat turned on.
4 clients needed help with the rent or
mortgage and all 19 received food
either from the pantry, food vouchers
or both. There were requests for
furniture and clothing and both
requests were granted.

FYI: DHS stands for Department of
Human Services and THAW stands
for The Heat and Warmth Fund.

If you lost the e-mail address or
phone number, or forgot to be in touch
with Senator Glenn Anderson about
the energy assistance grant money
that sits unused somewhere, here are
the address and phone number.
senganderson@senate.michigan.gov
or call toll-free-866-262-7306. Go to
www.michigan.gov to find your state
representative and let him know what
you think about this as well. The
weather is colder and the money is
there waiting on our legislators
attention.

We are continuing to delve into
Vincentian spirituality. After a short
video, we read a section and then we
discuss how we can apply all that
we've read and learned to our
conference and our life. Through our
discussion, we are finding out that we
all interpret things a little differently —
and that is so enriching! The thrust of
November's video was the strong
suggestion that we involve the youth
of our parish in our work. That was
followed by thinking of different ways
of interesting them. We haven’t found
the solution but the enthusiasm of kids
when they are involved in really
worthwhile tasks is amazing and
infectious; we would love to be
inspired by them and include them.
They are our future!

The season of waiting is here —
waiting for the joy of Christmas. So

pray that all will be able to share in the
joy! God bless you all!

Word of Life

“With regard to the embryo in the
womb, science itself high-lights its
autonomy capable of interaction with
the mother, the coordination of
biological processes, the continuity of
development, the growing complexity
of the organism. This is not an
accumulation of biological material,
but a new living being, dynamic and
wonderfully ordered, a new unique
human being. So was Jesus in Mary’s
womb, so it was for all of us in our
mother's womb.”

~ Pope Benedict XVI, Homily at
Celebration of First Vespers of the
First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 27, 2010

Congratulations
Congratulations to the following
students who have achieved honor
roll status at Divine Child High School
for the first quarter of the 2011-12
academic year.
Highest Honors 5.33-3.90
Alyssa Fabrzio
Megan Neaton

Honors 3.69-3.5
Christine Monley

Prayer to St. Joseph
for Employment
Dear St. Joseph, you were
yourself once faced with
the responsibility of
providing the necessities of
life for Jesus and Mary.
Look down with fatherly
compassion upon me in my
anxiety over my present inability to
support my family. Please help me to
find gainful employment very soon, so
that this heavy burden of concern will
be lifted from my heart and that | am
soon able to provide for those whom
God has entrusted to my care. Help
us to guard against bitterness and
discouragement, so that we may
emerge from this trial spiritually
enriched and with even greater
blessings from God. Amen.

3rd Sunday of Advent

Coming home can be a bittersweet
experience. For many, there is the joy
of seeing family and friends, the
comfort of familiar foods, and a return
to places that hold treasured
memories. For some, a return home
increases anxiety and brings about
conflict. During the holiday season we
often hear stories about how families
cope with coming together for
celebrations. Family conflict during the
holidays has been an endless source
of material for films. Movies such as
All I Want for Christmas, Four
Christmases, and A Christmas Tale all
play off of the theme of family
gatherings and coming home.

Today's selection from the prophet
Isaiah was written at the time when
the inhabitants of Jerusalem were
returning home from the fifty-year
Exile in Babylon. Their city was in
ruins, their vineyards and fields
desolate, their Temple destroyed.
Having endured the ravages of war,
the people are now free to rebuild
their lives. It is in this context of
desolation that Isaiah proclaims words
of hope.

Throughout the years there have
been many stories in the news about
the trauma that soldiers experience as
they come back from active duty.
Some find the lower-keyed life away
from the war zone difficult to cope
with. Stateside life cannot compare to
the adrenaline-pumped experience of
combat. And some try to assuage
their anxiety with high risk behavior in
an attempt to once again feel the high.
For these men and women coming
home is difficult.

Isaiah's prophecy is more than
fanciful words uttered ages ago. It is
the promise of the Savior's work
among us, and a challenge to those of
us who believe in Christ and strive to
continue to do his work. Healing the
brokenhearted is one of the tasks for
those who have been gifted by the
Holy Spirit. Our works of charity in this
holiday season extend beyond food
and gifts for the needy. It is also
bringing light to those in darkness.
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