
St. Valentine Church 

Mission Statement: Guided by the Holy Spirit we strive to live and share the Good News 

of Jesus Christ. As a Catholic Community we welcome, serve, teach, reconcile, give 

comfort and hope in the spirit of St. Valentine. 

December 18 2011 

From the Desk of Fr. Suresh 

Together For Tomorrow 

Next weekend is designated as 

pledge payment weekend for our 

capital campaign. Thank you in 

advance for  your  cont inued 

generosity. 

Sunday Advent Evening Prayer in the Chapel 

 at 5:00 p.m. 

Children’s Offertory Procession 

We would like to encourage children 

to participate in the offertory 

procession with food of their choice 

for the poor at the noon Mass. 

A reporter asked actor Martin Sheen about his faith. He said that he is a 

practicing Catholic. Then he added, "And I plan to keep practicing until I get it 

right." That's a good motto for us as we learn the new missal. We have three 

gestures that we do in the Mass. So I would like to talk to you about those today. 

 

 The first gesture is new, but familiar to those who remember the old Latin Mass 

- or to those who have attended Mass in others languages, such as Spanish. It is 

the "striking of the breast" during the "Confeteor" - the "I Confess" prayer. We say 

"through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault." As we are 

saying those phrases, we strike the breast. This is a biblical gesture. After the 

people witnessed Jesus' crucifixion, they went home "beating their breasts." (Lk 

23:48) 

 

The second gesture is not new, but many neglect it: Before we listen to the 

Gospel, we make the sign of the cross on the forehead, lips and heart. It 

indicates that we desire to receive Jesus in our minds and hearts, so that his 

words might be on our lips. 

 

Thirdly, during the Creed we bow at the words, "And by the Holy Spirit was 

incarnate of the Virgin and became Man." The bow is profound. If your hands 

were extended, they would touch your knees. We bow at Jesus taking on human 

flesh, that is being "incarnate of the Virgin Mary" by the Holy Spirit. Those 

gestures will help enter the mysteries in a total way: mind, spirit and body. 

 

Advent Penance Service and Individual Confessions   

 

Our Advent Penance service will be held at St. Valentine Church together with 

Our Lady of Loretto on Wednesday, December 21

st

 at 7 pm. Individual 

confessions will follow immediately after the short penance service. There will be 

guest priests available for confessions. Please make use of this opportunity to 

attend the service and then to make a good individual confession. 

 

Christmas Offering 

 

 Please remember your St. Valentine Parish through your Christmas 

stewardship commitment. Our annual Christmas collection is a time when the 

Archdiocese gives all parishes a special exemption from the 7% assessment. All 

you contribute to your parish at Christmas stays right here at St. Valentine. So, 

please use your Christmas envelope for your donations and date the checks 

December 25, 2011. If you can be more generous during the Christmas season, 

please mark your envelope “Christmas” and the contribution will be recorded as 

such. Thank you for your generosity. 

Put This On Your 

Calendar 

Monday, December 19

th

     

Tuesday, December 20

th

          

Golden Years, School 

Meeting Room – 11:00 am 

School Concert, Church - 

evening 

Wednesday, December 

21

st

  

Communal Penance 

Service, Church – 7:00 pm 

Men’s Club Meeting, School Meeting 

Room – 8:00 pm 

Thursday, December 22

nd

          

RCIA, Parish Meeting Room –  

7:00 pm  

Choir Practice, Church –7:30pm 

Friday, December 23

rd

  

Saturday, December 24

th

    

Christmas Eve 

Masses – Church 

Children’s Mass 4:00 pm with 

Nativity Play 

6:00 pm & 10:00 pm 

Sunday, December 25

th

  

Christmas Day 

Mass, Church 10:00 am 
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L iturgy Schedule 

 Mass Intentions 

Kathleen Kelly 

Joyce Kelly 

Josiah Wardrop 

Daniel Tinney 

Ann Kochish 

Rose Marie  

   Roszkowski 

Tom Alderton 

Gail Jensen 

Aaron Martinuzzi 

Sandra Gioia 

Kim DeMoss 

Sue Fields 

Kenneth DeVore 

Bader Michael 

Mark Spencer 

Mary Silva 

Jesse Silva 

Mary Cervantes 

Viola Ustes 

Maryann Ustes 

Mary Doherty 

Melvin Verardi 

Centivany Family 

Rick Spencer 

Kim Hobbel 

Jean Toth 

Terry Anne    

    Schultz 

Art Kolasa 

Shelia Smith 

Palani Ammal 

Joyce Gac 

Rochelle Poli 

Scott Smith 

Elaine Opalewski 

Estelle Therrien 

Jack Rein 

Maureen   

   Estermeyer 

Helen Jakubowicz 

Brian Martinuzzi 

Bill Neph 

Madlene      

   Slominski   

Robert Welsh 

Therese Gonzels 

Mary Cauzillo 

Mildred Barbera 

Mary Cerullo 

Donny & Suzanne 

    Willim 

Jerome Willim 

Joseph Blair 

Joyce Rogers 

Mari Jose 

Laura Wojcik 

Ryan Sylvester 

Bill Hartley 

Marion Arsenault 

William Collins 

Margaret Leggett 

Douglas Wree 

Jim Doyle 

Dennis Wright 

Sandra Gioia 

Robert Parcha 

Donna Parcha 

Matt Parcha 

L 

et us pray for those who are 

ill and have asked for our 

prayer:  

Monday—December 19 Late 

Advent Weekday 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel 

All living & deceased members of 

St. Valentine Parish 

Tuesday— December 20 Late 

Advent Weekday 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Church 

Maria Gojani req. by The Family 

Chuck Steiner req. by The Family 

Wednesday— December 21 Late 

Advent Weekday, St. Peter 

Canisius, priest and doctor of 

the Church 

No Mass at St. Valentine, please 

worship at one of the other 

Redford Parishes. 

Thursday— December 22 Late 

Advent Weekday 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel 

Genevieve Kalin req. by Stella 

Jagiello 

Peggy Altenburg req. by Phyllis 

Westbrook 

 Friday—December 23 Late 

Advent Weekday, St. John of 

Kanty, priest 

8:30 a.m. Mass in Chapel   

  All deceased members of the 

Gjinaj Family req. by The Family 

Bernard Byle req. by the Family 

Saturday—December 24 Vigil of 

Christmas 

4:00 p.m. Betty Soter req. by 

Frank & Judy Zbikowski 

All living and deceased members 

of St. Valentine Parish 

6:00 p.m. Helen Roggers Skora 

req. by The Skorra Family 

Eileen Donovan req. by The 

McParlane Family 

Ermy Arsenault req. by The 

Family 

10:00 p.m. Mikel Nikolaj req. by 

The Family 

Tom Nikolaj req. by The Family 

Maria Gojani req. by The Family 

Sunday—December 25 The 

Nativity of the Lord 

10:00 a.m. Chester Winowiecki 

req. by The Winowiecki Family 

Mass intentions continued: 

All deceased members of the 

Nikolaj Family req. by The 

Family 

Walter Zessin req. by Rosemary 

Zessin 

Ray Sabourin req. by The Family 

Richard Rydzewski, Walter Ustes 

and the healing of Linda, Viola 

& Maryann Ustes & Mary 

Doherty and all living and 

deceased members of the  

Guziatek & Makowski families, 

a special intention &  in 

thanksgiving for blessings 

received req. by Georgiana  

Rydzewski  

Sunday, December 11, 2011 

Budgeted amount $ 7,500.00 

Actual collected  $ 6,645.24 

                        $  (854.76) 

 

Second Collection, Retirement for 

Religious  $ 1,567.26 

Advent Books  $      25.00 

Christmas Flower Offering,  

   $    521.00 

Heating  $      40.00 

Immaculate Conception 

   $    971.00 

Together for Tomorrow 

2011 – 2012 to date - $38,707.11 

Prayer List Announcement 

As in the past, in January we will 

begin a new prayer list. All of the 

names will be taken off. If you would 

like your name or that of a loved one 

to remain on, please call the parish 

office at 313-532-4394. Thank you 

Readings for the Week of 

December 18, 2011 

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 

  14a, 16/Rom 16:25-

  27/Lk 1:26-38 

Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 

  1:5-25 

Tuesday: Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14

  -18a/Lk 1:39-45 

Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46

  -56 

Friday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 

  1:57-66 

Saturday Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-

  12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-

  79 

Next Sunday Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 

  13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 

  1:1-25 or 1:18-25 

Midnight:  Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 

  2:1-14 

Dawn:   Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/

  Lk 2:15 20 

Day:   Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/

  Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-

  14 

 

 

 

 

 

©Liturgical Publications Inc 
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Attention All Ushers 

  

Usher Schedule 

  

Month 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 12:00 noon 

December 24 & 25 4:00 p.m. 

Jeff Burgio 

Frank Flores 

Beth Jachman 

Neil Martinuzzi 

6:00 p.m. 

Ed Burger 

Gene Janisse 

Bill McKeever 

Mike McKeever 

10:00 p.m. 

Bryan Davis 

Kathleen Keefe 

Bob Sexton 

Help Needed 

10.00 a.m. 

Ron Klassa 

Mike Nowak 

Vince Schenden 

Gene Wozniak 

December 31 & 

January 1 

Ed Burger 

Frank Flores 

Kathleen Keefe 

Bill McKeever 

Mike McKeever 

Ron Klassa 

Ted Kozlowski 

Bob Sexton 

Help Needed 

Jeff Kramer 

Ed O’Brien 

Frank Tislerics 

Help Needed 

Tom Beaudoin 

Eileen MacDonell 

John Murzin 

Mike Nowak 

Mass Time & 

Date 

Sacristan Lector Servers Eucharist 

Ministers 

Christmas Eve 

December 24 

4:00 p.m. 

Children’s Mass 

Sean Harkin 

Anna Duda 

Hannah Reamer 

Isadora Baughman 

 

Becca Damuth 

Kathleen Bushart 

Brady Bushart 

 

Bonnie Danic 

John Danic 

Patricia Lewis 

Suzanne Lewis 

Patty Soter 

Jim Soter  

Tony Silva 

 

Christmas Eve 

December 24 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Kathy Gresham Eileen Kuhl 

Caitlin Ploch 

Sonora Sexton Kathy Gresham 

Sharon Dowd 

Christmas Eve 

December 24 

10:00 p.m. 

Michael Stack Paul Toth 

Dan Benard 

 

Nadia Sexton 

Rachel Sexton 

Dan Benard 

Leslie Benard 

Abby Benard 

Joy Zawol 

Hugh Doody 

Janet Doody 

Christmas Day 

December 25 

10:00 a.m. 

 Michael Burden 

 

 Brian Humphry 

Carol Humphry 

New Years Eve 

December 31 

5:00 p.m. 

 

 Mary Buzzell 

Keith Vega 

 Patricia Lewis 

Suzanne Lewis 

Joan Martinuzzi 

New Years Day 

January 1 

8:00 a.m. 

Rosie Gonzales Rosie Gonzales  Mary Wilson 

New Years Day 

January 1 

10:00 a.m. 

Patrick Gresham Dan Benard 

Anthony Zasuwa 

 Kathy Gresham 

Mary Suchenek 

New Years Day 

January 1 

12:00 noon 

 Eileen Kuhl 

Millie Rodolosi 

 Brian Humphry 

Carol Humphry 

St. Valentine Vocation Chalice 

December 18 Bob & Linda Rybka 

January 1 Rob & Ann Allen 

 

Advent Penance Service and 

Individual Confessions   

Our Advent Penance service will be 

held at St. Valentine Church together 

with Our Lady of Loretto on 

Wednesday, December 21

st

 at 7 pm. 

Individual confessions will follow 

immediately after the short penance 

service. There will be guest priests 

available for confessions. Please 

make use of this opportunity to attend 

the service and then to make a good 

individual confession. 

Retired Religious Give Thanks 

A Benedictine nun writes: “We ask 

God to bless the faithful who made 

contributions in order to help us in our 

retirement.” Senior Catholic sisters, 

brothers, and religious order priests 

offer their heartfelt thanks and prayers 

for your donation to the Retirement 

Fund for Religious. 



Page 4 

St. Valentine Heartline 

 

From Faith Formation 

You Can’t Afford To Miss It! 

It’s one of the best bargains — our 

Parish Retreat for Men on January 13 

–15, 2012. The retreat theme this year 

is “Are We There Yet?” You’ll come 

away with faith renewed and a better 

perspective on job, family and life. 

Suggested donation is less than a 

weekend at a good motel, and the 

benefits are priceless! A private room 

with bath add to the richness for you. 

For information or to register, call 

John Danic at 734-420-0610 or the 

Retreat Center at 313-535-9563. 

 

Evening Prayer On Sundays 

During Advent 

 Our parish will once again offer 

Evening Prayers on each Sunday of 

Advent. 

 Please mark your calendars and 

join your fellow parishioners in this 

opportunity. 

Dates:   December 18             

Time:    5pm 

Place:   Chapel located in the school. 

             Use the Dow street entrance. 

Home Advent Devotion 

Light all the candles. Lord God, we 

light these candles to thank you for 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

is the Prince of Peace. We who live in 

discord and strife have found peace in 

the promise of eternal life, through 

Jesus Christ. We give you thanks and 

praise in Jesus’ name, because he 

lives and reigns with you in your glory, 

and in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

Teacher Feature 

Third Grade News 

We have had a very fun and busy 

year so far, but it is hard to believe 

that it is already December! We have 

been busy working very hard at 

memorizing our multiplication facts as 

well as learning about our great state 

of Michigan, how Jesus wants to care 

for others and be a living example of 

Him, and how to write in cursive. Just 

this past week, we also just started to 

learn our parts for the Nativity Play 

that we will perform at our school 

Christmas Concert as well as at the 

4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass. We 

hope to see you there! 

Ms. Ann Kiepert 

On the first day of Christmas my true 

love gave to meP 

It seems so easy to buy into the 

consumerism of the holidays, the idea 

that the gifts are the important things 

and that December 25th is simply 

Christmas day, and then it is over. 

The Christmas music stops at exactly 

at midnight and the after-Christmas 

sales commence. If it weren’t for the 

celebration of New Year’s then the 

holiday season would be finished. 

Throw out the tree and the cheap 

plastic toys and look forward to 

Valentine’s Day.  It is no surprise that 

there are those who are left with the 

empty feeling of let down, after such 

tremendous buildup, then only to have 

the day come and go as quickly as a 

paid vacation. The promotion of 

Christmas is magnificent but thanks to 

the retail industry the sacredness is 

lost among the shuffle.  

However, our advent preparation 

helps us to prepare for the feast yet to 

come. Advent in so many ways is very 

similar to lent; so much so that we 

should be fasting and readying 

ourselves for the coming of the savior, 

and then feasting and celebrating 

upon His birth. The magic for us is 

Christmas and the days that follow, 

the celebration and joy is after his 

arrival- “word made flesh”.   

This is where “the twelve days of 

Christmas” comes in, for us it is 

mostly thought of as a Christmas 

carol, although its history is that there 

are twelve days of feasting, 

celebrat ing and merry-making 

beginning the day after Christmas 

(December 26, St. Stephen’s day) 

continuing until the to the day before 

Epiphany, or the Feast of the 

epiphany (January 6, or the Twelfth 

Day.) Think about it – twelve more 

wonderful days to celebrate the arrival 

of our savior/ twelve more days to 

meditate on the magic of the miracle.    

Merry Christmas Season!  

Mrs. Lynne O’Brien 

Our Christmas Mass Schedule 

The Christmas Mass schedule is as 

follows. 

December 24 – 

Children’s Mass 4:00 pm,  

6:00 pm, and 10:00 pm.  

 

December 25 – 10:00 am. 

From the Principal 

Dear St. Valentine Parishioners, 

The students at St. Valentine School 

have been working hard at our studies 

and at learning even more about our 

faith during the Advent season. Each 

Monday morning we have celebrated 

a prayer service with a lighting of the 

Advent wreath and Advent songs.  We 

are also praying together each 

morning and reflecting on the symbols 

of the Jesse tree.  We have decorated 

for the holidays at Woodhaven 

Nursing Home, sent out over 60 

O p e r a t i o n  C h r i s t m a s  C h i l d 

shoeboxes, and collected money for 

the needy in our community through 

“Elf Day”. We continue to keep the 

needs of the parish in our thoughts 

and prayers and thank you for 

keeping St. Valentine School in your 

prayers.  Merry Christmas from all of 

us at St. Valentine School! 

Mrs. Damuth 
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