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Sfrom the desk of fr. QBuresh

"l bring you good news of a great joy ... for to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:10-11).

Once again we hear the Angel's message to the shepherds, and we
experienced anew the atmosphere of that holy night, Bethlehem Night, when the
Son of God became man, was born in a lowly stable and dwelt among us. On this
solemn day, the Angel's proclamation rings out once again, inviting us, the men
and women to welcome the Savior.

Today we can be proud of vast material resources, but the men and women in
our age have become victims of our own intellectual and technical achievements,
ending up in spiritual barrenness and emptiness of heart. That is why it is so
important for us to open our minds and hearts to the Birth of Christ, this event of
salvation which can give new hope to the life of each human being.

Wake up, O man! For your sake God became man" (St. Augustine, "Sermo,"
185).

At Christmas we contemplate God made man, divine glory hidden beneath the
poverty of a Child wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger; the Creator
of the Universe reduced to the helplessness of an infant. Once we accept this
paradox, we discover the Truth that sets us free and the Love that transforms our
lives. On Bethlehem Night, the Redeemer becomes one of us, our companion
along the way. Let us take the hand which he stretches out to us: It is a hand
which seeks to take nothing from us, but only to give.

May your Christmas be filled with special moments; warmth, peace and
happiness, the joy of loved ones near, and | wish you all the joys of Christmas
and a year of happiness.

| would also like to express a heartfelt thanks to you for your generosity during
this holiday season and always as faithful stewards of St. Valentine Parish.

Thank You For Your Generosity

Your generosity this Christmas brought 500 gifts under the “Giving Tree”, $1900
in cash from our parishioners, $375 from the St. Valentine School Children
(Santa’s Elves Helping the Community), $133 from the Faith Formation children
(Santa’s Elves Helping the Community), $453.25 from a Bake Sale sponsored by
the 8" graders in Faith Formation, $350 from non parish donations, $1000 from
The Society of Notre Dame De Bon Secours and $1070 from the Women'’s Club
sponsored Entrée with Padre.

Our parish was able to share your generous gifts with the following:

¢ Aids Ministry, Right to Life, Salvation Army, Capuchins, St. Aloysius and
Poinsettias for St. Valentine shut ins (Giving Tree)

e 4 parish families were adopted thru the Archdiocese of Detroit program
“Adopt a Family”

e 25 parish families were assisted at Christmas with Meijer Gift Certificates

e Tuition Assistance for a parish family

e 5 children were assisted through a mission

Prayer for Opening Gifts
Loving God:

We gather surrounded by a wealth of signs, symbols and reminders. Our tree,
ever green and fragrant, reminds us of the everlasting life you've promised. Our
home is decorated with signs of our joy at the presence of Jesus among us.
Spread at our feet are gifts, symbols of the love we share. We pray in gratitude
for the gifts and even more, for the givers. In each gift, we see a sign of love,
Love that begins with you and finds its fullest expression in your own greatest gift
to us; your Son, Jesus. Through Jesus we pray in joy and thanksgiving on this
Christmas Day. Amen.

From the School Principal
Dear St. Valentine Parishioners,

As many of you may already know
we began a “Box Tops for Education”
contest a few weeks ago. Box tops
are found on the products we all
purchase everyday, and for each one
that the school turns in we are given
ten cents. This may not sound like a
lot of money, but last year in just
collecting Box Tops we earned over
$900. This year with a contest for
further awareness of this easy
fundraiser, and help from parish and
community families, we are hoping to
raise almost $4,000. With the extra
money earned we plan to purchase
Smartboards which are interactive
learning technology for the
classrooms. We have already had
many envelopes and baggies of Box
Tops sent over from the parish office.
Thank you so very much for collecting
for us. Please continue to watch out
for Box Tops for Education and pass
them on to our school office through
the collection box at the back of the
church. Each of our small
contributions will add up in a big way
for St. Valentine School!

Many Blessings,
Mrs. Damuth
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Second Collection
Approximately 30+ years ago Msgr.
William Sherzer started a second
collection after communion with all
monies going to the less fortunate.
We continue this tradition still today
and we thank you for your generosity.

Together For Tomorrow
This weekend is designated as
pledge payment weekend for our

capital campaign. Thank you in
advance for your continued
generosity.

For parish news visit our website at
www.stvalentineparish.org
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Monday—December 26 St.
Stephen, first martyr
No mass at St. Valentine, please
worship at one of the other
Redford Parishes
Tuesday— December 27 St.
John, apostle and evangelist
8:30 a.m. Communion Service in
Church
Wednesday— December 28 The
Holy Innocents, martyrs
No Mass at St. Valentine, please
worship at one of the other
Redford Parishes.
Thursday— December 29 The
Fifth Day in the Octave of
Christmas—St. Thomas Becket,
bishop and martyr
8:30 a.m. Mass in Church
Gordon Lavigne req. by Son
Burger & Finn Families req. by
The Family
Friday—December 30 The Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph
8:30 a.m. Mass in Church
Peggy Altenburg req. by Phyllis
Westbrook
Maria Gajani req. by the Family
All deceased members of the
Dashi Family req. by The
Family
Saturday—December 31 The
Seventh Day in the Octave of
Christmas, St. Sylvester |, pope
5:00 p.m. All living and deceased
members of St. Valentine
Parish
Sunday—January 1 The Octave
of the Nativity of the Lord
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy
Mother of God
8:00 a.m. Luz Gjinaj req. by The
Family
10:00 a.m. All living and
deceased members of St.
Valentine Parish
12:00 noon
Genevieve Kalin req. by Stella
Jagiello
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et us pray for those who are
il and have asked for our

prayer:

Kathleen Kelly
Joyce Kelly
Josiah Wardrop
Daniel Tinney
Ann Kochish
Rose Marie
Roszkowski
Tom Alderton
Gail Jensen
Aaron Martinuzzi
Sandra Gioia
Kim DeMoss
Sue Fields
Kenneth DeVore
Bader Michael
Mark Spencer
Mary Silva
Jesse Silva
Mary Cervantes
Viola Ustes
Maryann Ustes
Mary Doherty
Melvin Verardi
Centivany Family
Rick Spencer
Kim Hobbel
Jean Toth
Terry Anne
Schultz
Art Kolasa
Shelia Smith
Palani Ammal
Joyce Gac
Rochelle Poli
Scott Smith
Elaine Opalewski

We enjoy hearing the good news of
recovery and extend our deepest
those who have
departed. Please contact the parish

sympathy to

Estelle Therrien
Jack Rein
Maureen
Estermeyer
Helen Jakubowicz
Brian Martinuzzi
Bill Neph
Madlene
Slominski
Robert Welsh
Therese Gonzels
Mary Cauzillo
Mildred Barbera
Mary Cerullo
Donny & Suzanne
Willim
Jerome Willim
Joseph Blair
Joyce Rogers
Mari Jose
Laura Wojcik
Ryan Sylvester
Bill Hartley
Marion Arsenault
William Collins
Margaret Leggett
Douglas Wree
Jim Doyle
Dennis Wright
Sandra Gioia
Robert Parcha
Donna Parcha
Matt Parcha
Jumiski Famil
Jim Dwyer

office 313-532-4394 for any changes.

Prayer List Announcement
As in the past, in January we will
begin a new prayer list. All of the
names will be taken off. If you would
like your name or that of a loved one
to remain on, please call the parish
office at 313-532-4394. Thank you

Readings for the Week of
December 25, 2011

Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 3:16-17,
22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or
1:18-25

Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk
2:1-14

Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/
Lk 2:15-20

Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/
Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-
14

Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/
Mt 10:17-22

1Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2
-8

1Jn 1:5--2:2/Mt 2:13-
18

1Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-
35

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn
15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Col
3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or
Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-
19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22,
39-40

1Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-
18

Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-
7/Lk 2:16-21

Midnight:

Dawn:

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Next Sunday:

©Liturgical Publications Inc

Sunday, December 18, 2011

Budgeted amount $ 7,500.00
Actual collected $5,829.77
($1,670.23)
Second Collection $ 621.73
Advent Books $ 12.00
Christmas Flower Offering
$ 286.00
Immaculate Conception
$ 15.00
Retirement for Religious
$ 50.00

Together for Tomorrow
2011 — 2012 to date - - $41,322.11
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Mass Time &

Date

Sacristan

Lector

St Valentine Heartline

Servers

Eucharist
Ministers

New Years Eve Suzanne Mote Mary Buzzell Anthony Allen Patricia Lewis

December 31 Keith Vega Suzanne Lewis

5:00 p.m. Joan Martinuzzi
Tony Silva

New Years Day Rosie Gonzales Rosie Gonzales Mary Wilson

January 1

8:00 a.m.

New Years Day Patrick Gresham Dan Benard Kathy Gresham

January 1 Anthony Zasuwa Mary Suchenek

10:00 a.m.

New Years Day Eileen Kuhl Brian Humphry

January 1 Millie Rodolosi Carol Humphry

12:00 noon

January 8, 2012 Suzanne Mote Susan Fitzpatrick Shannon Rice Gabe Torres
Saturday 5:00 p.m. John Fitzpatrick Sean Harkin Kim Bickley
Kaitlyn O’'Grady Joan Martinuzzi
Patricia Lewis
Suzanne Lewis
Tony Silva
Chris Nowak
January 8, 2012 Barbara Pogoda Joan Ricotta Sonora Sexton Frank Zbikowski
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Many Anthony Nadia Sexton Judy Zbikowski
Rachel Sexton John Danic
Bonnie Danic
January 8, 2012 Michael Stack Paul Toth Tori Buscemi Mary Suchenek
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Elaine Kramer Jimmy Nicola Kathy Gresham
Angie Nicola Barb Wojtaszek
Matt Chubb
Michael Burden
Meg Venn
Jim Nicola
January 8, 2012 Emma Rust Amanda Sanders Nicole Sepulveda Corena Wienczak
Sunday 12:00 noon Bob Zimmerman Brendan Sanders Janie Bauer

Ryan Hoyer

Madeline Barnauskas
Gerri Barnauskas
Keith Vega

Michelle Prowse
Kerry Prowse

St. Valentine Vocation Chalice
December 25 The Damuth Family
January 1 Rob & Ann Allen
January 8 The O’'Grady Family

e

Daily Mass To Be
Celebrated In Church

So that everyone can enjoy the
beautiful Christmas decorations
beginning with Tuesdays Communion
Service and Thursdays daily Mass will
be celebrated in Church at 8:30 a.m.
Mass return to the Chapel on Monday,
January 9th.

Golden Years

The Golden Years meet on
Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. in the School
Meeting Room. We are always
looking for new members to join us for
cards, coffee and conversation.
Please join us on Tuesdays, at 11:00
a.m.

CHRISTMAS

Usher Schedule

Attention Al Ushers

AT CHRISTMAS-
TIME WE SHOP
AND SHOP FOR

JUST THE RIGHT

GIFT..

Month 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 12:00 noon
December 31 & Ed Burger Ron Klassa Jeff Kramer Tom Beaudoin v, /
January 1 Frank Flores Ted Kozlowski Ed O'Brien Eileen MacDonell BUT WE
Kathleen Keefe Bob Sexton Frank Tislerics John Murzin ALREADY HAVE %
Bill McKeever Help Needed Help Needed Mike Nowak HImi
Mike McKeever \
January 7 & 8 Beth Jachman Ron Klassa Bill Roberts Matthew Burnash
Mike McKeever Steve Gierak Ed O'Brien Mike Nowak
Bill McKeever Bryan Davis Gene Wozniak Terry Galloway P
Ken Berini David Nedeau Jeff Kramer John Murzin g‘(%%'
292 P WWTE .
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From Faith Formation

All of us from the Faith Formation
program wish you and your loved ones a
wonderful peaceful blessed Christmas
day.

The Three Kings

by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
Three Kings came riding from far away,
Melchior and Gaspar and Baltasar; Three
Wise Men out of the East were they, And
they travelled by night and they slept by
day, For their guide was a beautiful,
wonderful star.

The star was so beautiful, large and clear,
That all the other stars of the sky Became
a white mist in the atmosphere, And by
this they knew that the coming was near
Of the Prince foretold in the prophecy.

Three caskets they bore on their saddle-
bows, Three caskets of gold with golden
keys; Their robes were of crimson silk with
rows Of bells and pomegranates and
furbelows, Their turbans like blossoming
almond-trees.

And so the Three Kings rode into the
West, Through the dusk of the night, over
hill and dell, And sometimes they nodded
with beard on breast, And sometimes
talked, as they paused to rest, With the
people they met at some wayside well.

"Of the child that is born," said Baltasar,
"Good people, | pray you, tell us the news;
For we in the East have seen his star, And
have ridden fast, and have ridden far, To
find and worship the King of the Jews."

And the people answered, "You ask in
vain; We know of no King but Herod the
Great!" They thought the Wise Men were
men insane, As they spurred their horses
across the plain, Like riders in haste, who
cannot wait.

And when they came to Jerusalem, Herod
the Great, who had heard this thing, Sent
for the Wise Men and questioned them;
And said, "Go down unto Bethlehem, And
bring me tidings of this new king."

So they rode away; and the star stood still,
The only one in the grey of morn; Yes, it
stopped --it stood still of its own free will,
Right over Bethlehem on the hill, The city
of David, where Christ was born.

And the Three Kings rode through the

gate and the guard, Through the silent
street, till their horses turned And neighed
as they entered the great inn-yard; But the
windows were closed, and the doors were
barred, And only a light in the stable
burned.

And cradled there in the scented hay, In
the air made sweet by the breath of kine,
The little child in the manger lay, The
child, that would be king one day Of a
kingdom not human, but divine.

His mother Mary of Nazareth Sat watching
beside his place of rest, Watching the
even flow of his breath, For the joy of life
and the terror of death Were mingled
together in her breast.

They laid their offerings at his feet: The
gold was their tribute to a King, The
frankincense, with its odor sweet, Was for
the Priest, the Paraclete, The myrrh for the
body's burying.

And the mother wondered and bowed her
head, And sat as still as a statue of stone,
Her heart was troubled yet comforted,
Remembering what the Angel had said Of
an endless reign and of David's throne.

Then the Kings rode out of the city gate,
With a clatter of hoofs in proud array; But
they went not back to Herod the Great,
For they knew his malice and feared his
hate, And returned to their homes by
another way.

Merry Christmas! -

Parish Office Hours Christmas/
New Year 2011-2012
Office Closed
Monday, December 26th
Office Hours
9am — noon
Tuesday, December 27th through
Thursday, December 29th
Office Closed
Friday, December 30th through
Monday, January 2nd
The parish office has a voicemail
system that will take messages when
the office is closed. Messages will be
returned in a timely fashion. Staff
phone extension directory:
Fr. Suresh— 105
Mrs. Sue Daly — 100
Mrs. Bonnie Danic — 101
Mrs. Lynne O’Brien — 102
Deacon Lawrence Toth - 103

Nativity of the Lord

"Today is born our Savior, Christ the
Lord." This is our response to the
psalm today. At first some sticklers for
English grammar might take exception
to the present tense in the sentence.
After all, wasn't Jesus born more than
two thousand years ago? Yes, that's
true. In Bethlehem in Judah in a
stable a child was born. He was
heralded by angels and honored by

shepherds. He was wrapped in
swaddling clothes and laid in a
manger, hardly an auspicious

beginning for the King of all the world.

But Christmas is much more than
remembering the birth of a child two
millennia ago. That is because his
birth has real effects for each of us
today! The birth of Christ affects our
lives. That is why we proclaim, "Today
is born our Savior."

Think about it. In the run up to
Christmas many of us opened our
hearts and our wallets to those in
need. Why did we do that? We did it
because we believe what Jesus
taught us: to love our neighbor as
ourselves. In doing so, Christ is born
in our hearts.

Many of us sent greeting cards with
good wishes to others. Why did we do
that? Because we believe what Jesus
taught us: to announce the good news
to others. In doing so, Christ is born in
our hearts.

We come to worship on Christmas
day just as we do on any Sunday.
Why do we do that? Because we
believe what Jesus taught us: to love
God with all our heart, and mind, and
soul. In doing so, Christ is born in us.

When Christ is born in us, he is born
again in the world. As men and
women baptized in his name, we carry
him in our hearts to others: to those
who walk in darkness, to those who
are burdened, to those who feel
forsaken. Today is born our Savior!

©2011 Liturgical Publications Inc
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St. Vincent de Paul -

% St. Valentine
Conference

The angel told the

shepherds that the
Savior was born and where to find
him. How and when are we told? If we
wait for the heavens to open and
angels to speak to us, we will be
waiting a lifetime. We are told in less
spectacular ways of God’s presence
and saving activity on our behalf, but
no less powerful or revealing. God
does speak. God reveals divine
presence in the smile of another, in
someone’s generous offer, in a plea
for help, in the cry of the poor and the
oppressed, in the child needing
reassurance, in the aged needing a
listening ear, in the sick needing a
consoling hand. This is how we “make
known the message”: to reach out to
another with God’'s compassion,
mercy, forgiveness, healing, love.
Today, we see not a Baby in the
manger, but a saving God working
through and among us.

Merry Christmas!

Widowed Friends

Widowed Friends (under the AOD)
is having a New Year’s Eve Dinner on
December 31, 2011 at GSUBU'’s
Leather Bottle on 20300 Farmington
Road (South of 8 Mile). Buffet style
consisting of three meats, salad,
vegetable, potato, beverage and
dessert. Price is $25. Registration at 6
p.m. and dinner starts at 6:45 p.m.
promptly. Live music. Deadline Date is
December 18 but tickets go fast. No
money will be taken at the door. Must
be a registered member WFS. Check
our website at http://
www.widowedfriends.org to download
application if you are not a member.
Make out check for $25 to Widowed
Friends and mail to: Carol Olsen,
26460 Haas, Dearborn Heights, Mi
48127. For more information call
Laura 734-992-8238.

Ring in the
NeW Year‘

90

Retreat For Men

Join the men of the parish signing
up for the annual retreat at St. Paul of
the Cross Retreat Center on the
weekend of January 13—15, 2012.
The retreat theme this year is “Are We
There Yet?” Ask someone who has
made a retreat and they will tell you
that they have never been more at
peace with God and the world. A
retreat once a year is a vital necessity
these days. Call in your reservation
now. John Danic at 734-420-0610 or
the Retreat Center at 313-535-9563.

Soup Kitchen News

Once again, we will travel together
down to Manna Meal Soup Kitchen
where we will help prepare and serve
food and clean up afterwards. If you
are looking for a rewarding Christian
Service, this is it. Please meet in the
church parking lot near Beech Daly
Road, this Monday morning. We leave
at 8 am sharp! Call Ed or Margaret
Burger 313-533-8538 for more

information. We will return by noon

Sh

Soup Kitchen

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar

This Christmas, remember that your
task as a parent is the same as
Mary’s: We must not let our doubts,
fears and unfulfilled expectations get
in the way of our loving acceptance of
our children.

Did You Know.......
Did you know St. Valentine has
Devotions in our Church

e Daily Rosary before the daily
Mass

o  Weekly devotion to the Perpetual
Mother of Mary after the Tuesday
morning Mass

e Monthly First Friday Holy Hour of
adoration after the Friday morning
Mass

Put This On Your
Calendar

Monday, December 26th
NO DAILY MASS
Manna Soup Kitchen
Tuesday, December 27th
Communion Service, Church
—-8:30am
Wednesday, December

<!h=zB£Ja

28th

Thursday, December 29th

Daily mass Celebrated in Church —
8:30 am

Friday, December 30th

Daily mass Celebrated in Church —
8:30 am

Saturday, December 31st
Confessions, Church — 3:30pm
Sunday, January 1st

Happy New Year!

St. Valentine Alumni Fun
December 26, 2011

Whether you attended St. Valentine
School or are a parishioner you are
invited on Monday, December 26th to
an Alumni Basketball game to be held
in the School Gym. Girls will play at
4:00 p.m. and the boys at 6:00 p.m.
For more information please contact
Bob Miller at 248-568-2448 or
millsrj19@yahoo.com.
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25881 DOW St. ..eeiiiieiiiieiiie ettt ettt e e 313-532-4394
FAX e 313-537-2237
School
25875 HOPE Sttt 313-533-7149
F X et naee s 313-533-3060
ReV. SUresh SAC ... e Pastor
SUE DAY ..ot Parish Secretary/Receptionist
Deacon Lawrence Toth ...............cccceee Pastoral Associate/Business Manager
Rachel DamuUth...........cooiiiiiiiieeeee e Principal
KIS BraKe........ouiiiiiiiei e School Secretary
Lynne O'Brien ........cccoooviiiiiieeiiiee e Coordinator of Faith Formation
Bonnie Danic ............ccooociiiiieeeiie Faith Formation Secretary/Bulletin Editor
RICK Charfton ..........ccoiiiiiiiii s Maintenance
Bill Charlfon ..........oooiiiii e Maintenance
BONNIE LEWIS ...t Maintenance
313-538-9161
Music Minister
Kevin Cushman ... 313-930-8907
Choir Practice
TRUISAAY ...ttt e e e e e 7:30 p.m.
Mass Schedule
Saturday EVENING:..........ooi i 5:00 p.m.
5100 Te £= )V 4 ToT 1 11 T S 8:00 a.m.
............................................................................................ 10:00 a.m. & 12:00 noon
Daily Mass—September—May
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ............cccccovviiiiiiiieneiiiennnns 8:30 a.m. in school chapel
FrIdAY .o 8:30 a.m. in church

Holyday Schedule

Holyday: 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Confession

Saturday afternoon: ..........cccooiiiiiiii 3:30 p.m. or by appointment
Baptism

Prior arrangements must be made by calling the parish office. Parents must attend an
informational meeting.

Marriage

Arrangements for Marriage must be made at least six months in advance.
Catechumenate-RCIA

Please call the Parish Office for more information.

St. Valentine Parish Office Hours

Monday—Friday ..o 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Closed daily from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Saturday & SUNAAY.........cooiiiiiiiii e CLOSED

Credit Union

Catholic Vantage Financial ................c.ccoooiiiiiiiiiie e 734-432-0212

Located in Livonia and Plymouth
Service Hours:

Mon. Tues. Wed ... 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
LI 0T T PPt 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sl e 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Joe Kelly ......................... Finance Council
Kim BICKIEY.. ... rvveeeereeen. President Art Garcia
Bob Sexton..........c........... Vice-President ~Eileen MacDonnell

Dave Sanders

Michelle Prowse...................... Secretary Tom Beaudoi

Bob Zimmerman................... Stewardship om Beaudoin

Mike Nowak..............coooviininnn. Worship

Rosemary Fox................ Christian Service o

Gerri Barnauskas ............ School Advisory RO S e Rlcausieiiees

Please submit articles for the Heartline to: bdanic@stvalentineschool.com by 11:30 am
Monday. Submit flyers to the rectory office by Wednesday 11:30 am.
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